
T he Commonwealth Foundation 
for Cancer Research has 
pledged $25 million to the 

Bridge Project, a collaborative research 
program of Dana-Farber/Harvard 
Cancer Center (DF/HCC) and the 
Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer 
Research at MIT, to transform drug 
discovery and early stage development. 

As part of this commitment to the 
Bridge Project, the Commonwealth 
Foundation gift will propel “Expansion 
Grants,” which fund projects being 
readied for clinical testing or that 
are already in the clinic. It will also 
place a significant focus on projects 
that accelerate therapeutic drug 
development, stimulating research 
on traditionally challenging classes of 
cancer drug targets and/or on more 
conventional targets found in rarer 
forms of cancer.

The gift builds on a previous 
investment of $20 million in 2015 
from the Commonwealth Foundation 
to the Bridge Project. To amplify the 
impact of this new gift, DF/HCC and 
MIT will match these funds over the 
next five years, resulting in a combined 
$50 million expansion of the Bridge 
Project. The matching pledge has 
already resulted in a gift of $8 million 
from an anonymous donor.

The Bridge Project, launched in 
2011, funds cross-institutional and 
interdisciplinary teams of cancer 
scientists, engineers, and clinicians 
to solve long-standing problems in 

the most intractable cancers. The 
program was designed to integrate 
advanced cancer science research at 
both institutions by leveraging MIT’s 
strengths in basic cancer research 
and bioengineering, and DF/HCC’s 
strengths in clinical cancer research 
and cancer care. As such, each team is 
co-led by at least one MIT investigator 
and one DF/HCC investigator.

The Bridge Project links the cancer 
research efforts of MIT and DF/
HCC—Massachusetts’ two National 
Cancer Institute (NCI)-designated 
cancer centers. The Koch Institute is 
an NCI-designated basic laboratory 
cancer center, and DF/HCC is an NCI-
designated comprehensive cancer center 
that unites the cancer research efforts 
of Harvard’s five principal affiliated 
hospitals and two health science schools.

“We are deeply appreciative to the 
Commonwealth Foundation and the 
Goodwin Family for their continuing 
generosity. Their commitment is a 
reflection of the world-class innovation 
taking place through the Bridge 
Project, a collaboration that is changing 
lives through science,” said Laurie H. 
Glimcher, MD, president and CEO, 
Dana-Farber, and director, DF/HCC. 
“This support will fund high-impact 
research and drug development to offer 
new solutions to patients.”

“We are very proud to continue our 

support of the Bridge Project, which 
brings together the brightest minds 
in cancer research and care to develop 
new approaches and therapeutics for 
patients,” said Bill Goodwin, chair of the 
Commonwealth Foundation for Cancer 
Research. “Through this contribution, 
we hope to amplify our impact by 
inspiring other families to support this 
innovative, collaborative effort.”

The Bridge Project has been led by 
Tyler Jacks, PhD, founding director of 
the Koch Institute and the David H. 
Koch Professor of Biology at MIT; and 
David Livingston, MD, the Charles 
A. Dana Chair in Human Cancer 
Genetics at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute and the Emil Frei III, MD, 
Distinguished Professor of Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School, who passed 
away unexpectedly on October 17, 
2021. His loss is felt deeply across the 
entire cancer research community, 
and Dana-Farber leadership remains 
committed to the Bridge Project and 
the impactful, collaborative science that 
is part of Dr. Livingston’s legacy.

“We very much look forward to the 
opportunities that the Commonwealth 
Foundation’s new gift creates to focus 
on direct translational studies and 
developing novel treatments,” said 
Jacks. “Their support, along with 
contributions they have inspired others 
to make, have been essential to our 

formation of a highly effective Greater 
Boston network for applying basic 
research and technological advances to 
clinical questions and challenges.”

“Since 2011, the Bridge Project has 
enabled us to bring together the best of 
cancer science and engineering, funding 
dozens of multidisciplinary teams that 
have made great strides in innovative 
cancer research,” said Livingston 
before his passing. “We thank the 
Commonwealth Foundation for 
their transformative contribution and 
continued partnership as we continue 
to rapidly develop new ways to improve 
outcomes for cancer patients.” ■

Commonwealth Foundation for Cancer Research 
makes new $25 million gift to accelerate cancer 
research through collaboration

David Livingston, MD, led Bridge 
Project research at Dana-Farber and 
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center 
before his passing in 2021. 

Alice and Bill Goodwin hope to spark additional investment in innovative and 
collaborative cancer research with their newest gift to the Bridge Project through the 
Commonwealth Foundation for Cancer Research.
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ranked cancer hospital in New England by U.S.
News & World Report for 21 consecutive years,
and is the only cancer center in the country
ranked in the top 4 for both adult and pediatric
cancer programs.
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Melany N. Duval 
Senior Vice President and Chief Philanthropy Officer

Dear Friends,  

I want to start by wishing you all a Happy New Year! 
I hope that your 2022 is off to a positive start, as ours 
is at Dana-Farber. We saw an incredible outpouring 
of support for our mission last year, and as a new year 
begins, we thank you sincerely for your extraordinary 
dedication and generosity to Dana-Farber.

Our community of donors has been steadfast in the 
support of our mission in every possible way, and for that we are humbled and 
grateful. The adaptations we have made throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 
showed us that the traditional ways of engaging our donor community and 
raising philanthropic support are not the only ways. While some of our most 
popular events were able to resume in-person, others went hybrid, creating 
virtual options that allowed walkers and runners and riders to participate 
from all over the world. Some offered even more creative solutions—such as 
converting the annual Scooper Bowl ice cream festival on City Hall plaza to 
an ice cream kit that supporters could enjoy at home, with pickup locations in 
and around Greater Boston. 

The new flexible formats we developed to keep our community safe have 
made our events even more accessible for more people—so that everyone, no 
matter where they live, no matter their age or abilities, can engage with Dana-
Farber and the Jimmy Fund’s exciting offerings. With your continuing support, 
we are coming out of this pandemic more versatile, more creative, and stronger 
than ever before—and the path forward is not back to business as usual. In 
2022, we will continue to look for opportunities to meet people where they are 
and extend our community.

Community is so crucial to our mission here at Dana-Farber. And our 
entire community, indeed the cancer research community at large, mourns 
the passing of David Livingston, MD, the Charles A. Dana Chair in Human 
Cancer Genetics at Dana-Farber, whose legendary leadership of some of the 
Institute’s most important discoveries and collaborations improved the lives of 
patients everywhere. His work inspired extraordinary philanthropic support 
over the years, support which will ensure many more important breakthroughs 
for years to come.

No matter the challenges we have faced, your passion and dedication for 
Dana-Farber has never wavered, and because of that, we are able to keep our 
momentum strong as we move forward into the new year. From all of us at the 
Institute, thank you. You continue to prove that together, we can truly make a 
difference in the lives of patients and families.

Best wishes for a safe and healthy year ahead,

D ana-Farber is pursuing an ambitious, multi-year fundraising effort to change 
the future of cancer research and care: The Dana-Farber Campaign. This  
$2 billion campaign is the largest in the Institute’s history and one of the 

largest ever in the U.S. focused solely on cancer. Our community of support 
is crucial to this effort. Philanthropy through The Dana-Farber Campaign will 
accelerate the Institute’s strategic priorities by supporting revolutionary science, 
extraordinary care, exceptional expertise, and essential opportunities—helping us 
prevent, treat, and Defy Cancer.  

Stories throughout this issue feature ways 
to support The Dana-Farber Campaign 
through Essential Opportunities. The 
Presidential Initiatives Fund, overseen 
by Dana-Farber President and CEO 
Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, provides 
timely funds for high-risk, high-
reward research, enables Dana-
Farber to attract and retain top 
talent, and advances innovative, 
compassionate care. Gifts of all 
sizes without restriction to The 
Defy Cancer Fund expedite 
success across the Institute, 
providing bedrock funds that help 
to propel innovative early stage 
research, speed new drugs into clinical 
trials, meet unanticipated needs such 
as those posed by COVID-19, and ensure 
that all patients have access to the full measure 

of our signature Total Patient Care. 
Our grassroots community of supporters advance The 

Dana-Farber Campaign through The Jimmy Fund via 
hundreds of fundraising events, large and small, here in 
Boston and beyond. When Jimmy Fund supporters 
and sponsors participate in these events, they become 
a part of The Dana-Farber Campaign. The Institute 
relies on these flexible funds from our generous, 
passionate community of supporters to ensure that 

our momentum is never slowed and accelerates in every 
way toward our goal to change the future of cancer. Every 

gift, from every donor, for every program at Dana-Farber 
will support The Dana-Farber Campaign. ■

To learn more, visit DefyCancer.org

THE DANA-FARBER CAMPAIGN: UPDATE 

Among the essential 
opportunities that support The 
Dana-Farber Campaign, the 

Institute’s Presidential Initiatives Fund, 
overseen by President and CEO Laurie 
H. Glimcher, MD, is a critical vehicle 
to advance further progress in cancer 
research and care. Support for this 
fund enables Glimcher to direct timely 
resources to areas of greatest priority 
at Dana-Farber—those where she sees 
tremendous potential for the next 
breakthroughs that could transform 
cancer medicine.

To date, the fund has provided 
resources for important discovery 
science research. For example, Dana-
Farber physician-scientists are making 
incredible strides in early detection 
and treatment for ovarian cancer. 
Dipanjan Chowdhury, PhD, is using 
technology that detects microRNAs—a 

type of molecule that helps cells control 
the kinds and amounts of proteins 
they make—to catch ovarian cancer 
at an earlier, more treatable stage. 
His team has discovered a set of 14 
microRNAs unique to ovarian cancer 
that can be detected with a blood draw. 
This method has shown tremendous 
promise for families at high risk of 
developing the disease, and that 
progress is thanks in part to funding 
from the Presidential Initiatives Fund.

The fund also helps sustain the 
Institute’s Profile project, Dana-
Farber’s signature precision medicine 
initiative and one of the largest and 
most comprehensive patient-based 
cancer genomics projects in the world. 
Completely supported by philanthropy, 
Profile offers patients seeking cancer 
treatment at Dana-Farber and its 
partner hospitals the opportunity 

to have in-depth genomic analyses 
performed on their malignancies. 
These analyses can help oncologists 
match targeted therapies best suited for 
patients based on their cancer’s unique 
genomic profile, and help researchers 
learn how different tumor mutations 
influence treatment outcomes— 
making Profile a powerful tool in 
personalized medicine for patients 
everywhere.

“The Presidential Initiatives Fund 
has enabled Dana-Farber to expand 
its scientific and clinical excellence 
and amplify our impact on patients 
everywhere,” says Glimcher. “Thanks 
to your investment, our researchers are 
poised to capitalize on unprecedented 
opportunities to push the boundaries 
of discovery and care.” ■

Support for Presidential Initiatives Fund advances breakthroughs

The Presidential Initiatives Fund 
enables Dana-Farber President 
and CEO Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, 
to provide timely support to high-
risk, high-reward research with 
the potential to transform cancer 
medicine.
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D ana-Farber’s Cancer Care Equity 
Program (CCEP) exists to create 
a path that allows those with the 

heaviest burden of cancer to be treated 
with the highest level of expertise. Zip 
code, skin color, and income should 
not determine who is able to access 
cancer treatment.

That mission—to ensure that no 
community is left behind—inspired 
Chris and Connie Hadley to establish 
the Hadley Family Chair at Dana-Farber 
in 2021 with a gift of $2.5 million. This 
is the first-ever Chair at the Institute 
dedicated to cancer care equity, and the 
first incumbent is Christopher Lathan, 
MD, MS, MPH, chief clinical access 
and equity officer and founding director 
of the CCEP. The Hadley Family Chair 
represents several key strategic priorities 
of The Dana-Farber Campaign: 
investing in the exceptional expertise 
at the heart of the Institute, advancing 
Dana-Farber’s signature “Total Patient 
Care” approach, and making Dana-
Farber’s quality of care available to all 
who need it by expanding access to 
marginalized communities.

Founded in 2012, the CCEP 
is centered on the effects of race, 
class, and access to care. Despite 

enormous advances in cancer research, 
prevention, and treatment, historically 
underserved and marginalized racial, 
ethnic, and socioeconomic groups 
still bear a disproportionate burden 
of cancer occurrence and mortality, 
including communities in and around 
Boston. While the roots of these 
health disparities are complex and 
often interrelated, limited access to 
affordable, comprehensive health care 
remains a critical factor. The CCEP 
works diligently to reduce barriers 
and expand access to exceptional 
cancer care for underserved patients 
in the Greater Boston area through 

community-facing outreach programs, 
evidence-based education and patient 
navigation, and research that sheds 
further light on the causes and impacts 
of cancer health disparities as well as 
the best ways to intervene.

 “Improving care for the marginalized 
doesn’t just improve care for the 
marginalized—it improves care for all,” 
said Lathan, who is also the medical 
director of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center. “I am 
humbled by Chris and Connie’s support 
and partnership in moving this work 
forward.” Lathan’s goal is for the work of 
the CCEP to serve as a national model.

“We feel fortunate to support 
Dr. Lathan and the Cancer Care 
Equity Program,” said Dana-Farber 
Trustee Chris Hadley. “The caliber 
and importance of this work is so 
outstanding that we want to do 
everything possible to raise its profile.”

“Chris and I have tremendous 
respect for Dr. Lathan,” added Connie. 
“He has dedicated his professional 
life to eliminating health disparities 
and we feel fortunate to play a part 
in furthering Dana-Farber’s focus 
on inclusion and access for all 
communities.”

“At Dana-Farber we envision a future 
where cancer prevention, care, and 
outcomes are grounded in equity and 
social justice,” said Laurie H. Glimcher, 
MD, president and CEO of Dana-
Farber and the Richard and Susan Smith 
Professor of Medicine. “I am so proud 
that Chris and Connie are standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with us to advance 
this critical work and am deeply 
grateful to them for their foresight in 
establishing this Chair. The Hadley 
Family Chair stands as a powerful 
symbol of our shared commitment 
while making a tangible impact on the 
CCEP’s exceptional work.” ■

Christopher Lathan, MD, MS, MPH (left), is the first incumbent of the Hadley Family 
Chair at Dana-Farber, endowed by Connie and Chris Hadley (right) to ensure that Dana-
Farber’s quality of care is available to all who need it.

Hadley Family establishes first Dana-Farber Chair for  
cancer care equity

Pan-Mass Challenge presents 
record $64 million donation  
from 2021 ride

On Nov. 3, 2021, Dana-Farber’s steadfast partner the Pan-Mass Challenge 

(PMC) announced a record-breaking donation to Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 

Fund: an incredible $64 million. This impressive gift raised by the committed 

PMC community far surpassed fundraising expectations, topping the 

organization’s pre-pandemic record donation of $63 million in 2019. 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, the PMC has raised 

more than $114 million for Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund, bucking 

industry-wide trends of decreased fundraising and engagement stemming 

from the public health crisis.

The PMC, the two-day bike-a-thon that pioneered the athletic fundraising 

industry, is Dana-Farber’s largest single contributor, providing 55% of the 

Jimmy Fund’s annual revenue in 2021. Since its inception in 1980, the PMC 

has raised more than $831 million to advance our lifesaving mission.

Fauci delivers keynote address 
at Presidential Symposium

M embers of the Dana-Farber 
community gathered 
virtually in October for the 

annual Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Presidential Symposium. Attendees 
learned about the State of the Institute 
from President and CEO Laurie H. 
Glimcher, MD, engaged with expert 
faculty in discussions of how multi-
disciplinary collaboration is enabling 
breakthroughs across disease areas, and 
heard the inspiring story of patient 
speaker Kelly Ives.

The event was forward-looking, 
with panel discussions on therapeutic 
discovery for pediatric and adult 
cancers and on Dana-Farber’s efforts 
to double the number of patients for 
whom immunotherapies are effective 
in the next five years, moderated by 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Josh Bekenstein and Institute Trustee 
and Vice-Chair of The Dana-Farber 
Campaign Monica Chandra.

Anthony S. Fauci, MD, director 
of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases at the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health, delivered 
the keynote address at the event, 
providing an overview of the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
tremendous effort of the scientific 
community to develop the vaccine to 

curb the virus.
“We are really living in a historic 

time for the role of science in our 
lives,” said Glimcher, following Fauci’s 
remarks. “The incredible speed of the 
COVID-19 vaccine development 
showed us what we as a scientific 
community are capable of. When 
it comes to tackling our biggest 
challenges at Dana-Farber, we’re 
putting the same energy toward cancer 
research and care.” ■

Anthony S. Fauci, MD.
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The Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund 
Walk: Your Way presented by Hyundai 
marked its second year as a virtual event 
on Sunday, October 3, by raising more 
than $6.9 million for Dana-Farber. To 
keep the thousands of participants safe, 
the event was once again “Your Way”: 
instead of walking the historic Boston 
Marathon® course, participants each 
walked in a location of their choosing, 
such as their own neighborhood, a local 
park, a town walking path, or wherever 
worked for them.

The Jimmy Fund Walk, Dana-Farber 
and the Jimmy Fund’s signature event, 
has raised more than $155 million in 
its 33-year history, and the flexibility 
of the Your Way format meant even 
more walkers from outside the Boston 
area could contribute to that 
tremendous total. In 2021, 
more than 6,100 participants 
defied cancer by walking in 42 
states and 9 countries, all for the 
shared goal of supporting Dana-
Farber’s revolutionary science, 
extraordinary care, exceptional 
expertise, and essential 
opportunities.

Team Beyond CRC, led 
by David Thau and Brigette 
Arsenault, walked together in 
Boston’s Fenway neighborhood. 
The team walked a 5K to a local 
restaurant where they celebrated 
their success together outside. 
Beyond CRC team members are 
united around raising awareness 
and funds to support Dana-Farber’s 
Young-Onset Colorectal Cancer 
Center, which is led by Kimmie Ng, 
MD, MPH. The team is comprised 

of patients, survivors, caregivers, and 
medical professionals.

“The creation of the Young-Onset 
Colorectal Cancer Center was made 
possible by philanthropy and would 
not be where it is today without the 
support of events like the Jimmy Fund 
Walk,” said Thau. “So thank you to all 
of our walkers and donors!”

Thau was diagnosed with colon 
cancer at the age of 34 and travels to 
Dana-Farber from Washington, D.C., 

for treatment. Raising more than 
$127,000, Thau is the top fundraiser 
for the 2021 Jimmy Fund Walk.

Ellen Caliendo, co-captain of the 

Ovarian Cancer Brigade, celebrated her 
30th year with the Jimmy Fund Walk 
in 2021. A friend of Caliendo’s, and her 
friend’s mother, both lost their battles 
with ovarian cancer, inspiring Caliendo 
to raise money and awareness for ovarian 
cancer research through the Jimmy 
Fund Walk. Caliendo says she never saw 
herself as a fundraiser, but knowing the 
impact the money has on the work of 
Dana-Farber has allowed her to become 
more confident raising funds. 

“I keep reminding myself 
that I’m not asking for me,” says 
Caliendo. “I’m asking people to 
help save lives, and that gives 
me the motivation.”

Christine Carberry is 
another walker who got creative 
with her walk. Carberry, of 
team Purple Striders, walked 
back-to-back half marathons. 
Carberry completed her first 
half marathon in Durham, 
N.H., and the second with her 
co-captain, Sarah Liziewski, in 
Kennebunk, Maine.

Carberry walks in memory 
of her husband, Timothy, who 
passed away in 2018 from 
pancreatic cancer. Carberry 

says the Jimmy Fund Walk provided 
her with motivation to keep moving 
forward and to turn her loss into 
something good.

“Dana-Farber played an important 
role in our cancer journey, and it was 
the first place I looked for an event that 
would help me give back in memory 
of my husband,” Carberry said. “I have 
done many long-distance walks, so 
walking a full marathon was a perfect 
fit and a new challenge.” 

The entire Jimmy Fund Walk 
community, in turn, plays an 
important role in The Dana-Farber 
Campaign, providing essential funds 
that accelerate the Institute’s mission 
to prevent, treat, and defy cancer for 
patients everywhere. ■

Pacesetter Renee Gould (second from right) celebrating with her family after finishing a 
10K Walk with her son in Northborough, Mass.

The Joglekar family (from left), Shreya, Archana, 
Amit, and Yash, walked a 10K near North Hampton 
Beach, N.H.

Pacesetter Patty Olsen-
Goldberg proudly 
completed her Jimmy 
Fund Walk in Bryce Canyon 
National Park in Utah.

Ellen Caliendo (right), who celebrated her 30th Jimmy 
Fund Walk in 2021, supports ovarian cancer research by 
Ursula Matulonis, MD (left). 

Christine Carberry walked two back-
to-back half marathons in honor of her 
late husband, Timothy.

Jimmy Fund Walkers get creative with their 
routes and raise $6.9 million

The Beyond CRC team celebrated their tremendous Jimmy Fund Walk fundraising efforts outside the Yawkey Center for Cancer Care at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
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Since 1987, Little League teams 
throughout New England have stepped 
up to the plate to raise vital funding 
for Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
Jimmy Fund Little League is the 
brainchild of then Little League District 
Administrator George Berardi and 
former Boston Red Sox players Rico 
Petrocelli and Mike Andrews. The trio 
teamed up to give Little Leaguers the 
chance to continue 
playing after their 
regular season 
ended and raise 
funds for the Jimmy 
Fund in the process. 
Now in its 34th year 
and presented by 
Franklin Sports, the 
program has a roster 
of 5,000 baseball 
and softball players, 
raising nearly 
$300,000 in 2021, 
for a cumulative 
total of more than 
$6 million. 

This year’s top fundraising leagues 
hailed from Everett and Woburn, Mass. 
The budding philanthropist Little 
Leaguers exceeded the ambitious goal 
they set for themselves, raising more 
than $40,000 and $45,000 respectively 
for Dana-Farber in 2021. Thanks in 
part to their efforts and that of other 
Jimmy Fund Little League players, 
Dana-Farber is able to offer cutting-
edge treatment and world-class care 
when patients are thrown a medical 
curveball.  

“The dedication of these kids and 
the generosity of their communities 
continue to amaze me,” says 

John Berardi, 
Massachusetts Little 
League district 
administrator, 
Jimmy Fund Little 
League program 
coordinator, and 
founder George 
Berardi’s son. 
“Along with fellow 
administrators and 
volunteers, I’m 
proud to carry on 
my father’s legacy 
and make an impact 
for patients.” ■

When the Ninety Nine Restaurant & 
Pub opened its first location, it aimed 
to provide guests with simple, great 
meals served by passionate staff. Today, 
this credo is upheld in more than 100 
locations across the Northeast, with 
their “passion to serve” extending 
beyond restaurant doors and into local 
communities. Since partnering with 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and 
the Jimmy Fund, the Ninety Nine 
has raised more than $5.8 million for 
cancer care and research—including 
nearly $400,000 in 2021. 

The partnership began in 2006 
when Regional Vice President Dave 
Lanzoni passed away from cancer. His 
colleague Jim Kiley was determined to 
honor his mentor and friend, running 
the Falmouth Road Race to raise funds 
for Dana-Farber in Dave’s memory. 
Today, Team Lanzoni has grown from 
one person into a team of more than 
a hundred, who raise funds for Dana-

Farber by running Falmouth and 
riding in the Pan-Mass Challenge 
(PMC), which donates 100% of 
every rider-raised dollar to Dana-
Farber as its largest single contributor.

In addition, each year, guests at 
participating Ninety Nine locations 
are invited to make a contribution to 
Dana-Farber on their bill or make a 
donation when ordering online.

“I continue to be inspired by 
our generous guests and dedicated 
employees,” says Charlie Noyes, the 
Ninety Nine’s president. “The Ninety 
Nine is proud to support Dana-
Farber’s mission in Dave’s memory 
and in honor of cancer patients 
everywhere.” ■

A Chance for Kids & Families® 
returned in 2021 to raise more than 
$350,000 for lifesaving research and 
care at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
with more than 91 Burger King® and 
54 Valvoline Instant Oil ChangeSM 
locations across New England and 
New York participating.

Throughout the summer, 
customers were invited to donate 
$1 to the Jimmy Fund with their 
purchase, and received a scratch-off 
promotion card with a guaranteed 
prize such as Burger King food prizes 
and gift cards, Valvoline Instant Oil 
Change services, and more.

“Burger King employees and 
guests are deeply moved by Dana-
Farber patients and their families, 
and we are proud to support them,” 
said Marissa Miglietta, Burger King 
marketing manager. “This program is 

a chance for Burger King restaurants to 
give back to the community and raise 
funds for Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 
Fund’s lifesaving mission.”

“We are extremely proud of the 
amount raised for The Jimmy Fund this 
year,” said Don Smith, CEO of Henley 
Enterprises, Inc., the largest franchisee 
of Valvoline Instant Oil Change. “Every 
dollar truly makes a huge impact 
on compassionate patient care and 
groundbreaking research being done at 
the institute.”

A Chance for Kids & Families 
began in 2000 with Burger King as the 
flagship corporate partner. Valvoline 
Instant Oil Change joined in 2014. 
Since the program’s inception, generous 
customers have helped A Chance for 
Kids & Families raise more than  
$15 million for Dana-Farber and the 
Jimmy Fund. ■

Jimmy Fund Little League 
players pitch in for patients 

The Ninety Nine serves up hope 
to cancer patients

A Chance for Kids & Families® 
returns, raising vital 
unrestricted funds 

Grady, age 10, is a patient in 
Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund 
Clinic who helped promote 
Jimmy Fund Little League as its 
“Designated Hitter.”

Brant Fahle, longtime member of 
Team Lanzoni, runs the Falmouth 
Road Race to raise money for Dana-
Farber. 

join us: defycancer.org

The Power of  
the Jimmy Fund
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In 1948, when thousands of  

people across the country made 

donations to support a young  

boy with leukemia, the power  

of the Jimmy Fund was born.  

Every dollar you give makes  

a powerful difference because  

it’s not a single act—it’s part of  

an entire community. Together,  

we can create a more hopeful, 

cancer-free future—in Boston  

and around the world. Together,  

we can defy cancer.
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C apping off 
another successful 
fundraising 

season in 2021, Expect 
Miracles Foundation 
made a gift of $1.1 
million in support of 
the Robert and Renée 
Belfer Center for 
Applied Cancer Science 
at Dana-Farber. Expect 
Miracles Foundation 
has supported Dana-
Farber for more than 27 
years—in that time, their 
cumulative giving has 
surpassed an incredible 
$11 million.

As in years past, the funds were raised through 
their many high-profile events, including three large 
golf tournaments held throughout the year and across 
the country: the West Coast Classic at the Pelican 
Hill Golf Club in Newport Beach, Calif.; the East 
Coast Classic at the Pinehills Golf Club in Plymouth, 
Mass.; and the Atlantic Coast Classic at the Fiddler’s 
Elbow Country Club in Bedminster, N.J. The three 
events impressively drew around 600 golfers in total 
and were held in person, following state guidelines.

Support from the foundation will help advance 
groundbreaking research at the Belfer Center. 
Research currently underway at the Center includes 

a collaborative project with Dana-Farber’s Rizwan 
Romee, MD, a leading expert in therapeutics that 
leverage natural killer (NK) cells—a deadly but short-
lived immune attacker. Romee previously discovered 
that NK cells could be coaxed into lengthening their 
immunological “memory” to boost the immune 
response. Now, alongside the Belfer Center’s Immuno-
Oncology Group, Romee is exploring additional ways 
to further boost the efficacy of NK cell therapies.

Additionally, Joyce Liu, MD, MPH, director 
of clinical research in Dana-Farber’s Division of 
Gynecologic Oncology, and Ursula Matulonis, MD, 
chief of that division and the Brock-Wilson Family 
Chair at Dana-Farber, are working to create effective 

new therapies for patients with 
recurrent or metastatic endometrial 
cancer. Using organoids—living 
models of tumors rapidly grown 
from patients’ cells—developed 
at the Belfer Center, Liu and 
Matulonis aim to determine how 
these tumors respond to specific 
drugs or combination therapies, 
providing hope for patients with 
limited treatment options.

“Belfer Center scientists tackle 
some of the most critical issues in 
cancer today,” said Pasi Jänne, MD, 
PhD, director of the Belfer Center 
and of the Carole M. and Philip L. 
Lowe Center for Thoracic Oncology 

and the Chen-Huang Center for EGFR Mutant Lung 
Cancers. “Thanks to Expect Miracles Foundation’s 
ongoing partnership, our team continues to identify 
strategies that are revolutionizing the way we detect 
and treat cancer, which makes a meaningful difference 
to patients around the world.”

“Expect Miracles Foundation’s partnership with 
the Belfer Center and Dana-Farber continues to 
help us in accomplishing our central mission: to 
provide hope in the face of cancer,” said Frank 
Strauss, chairman of Expect Miracles Foundation. “As 
always, we’re honored to be able to partner together 
in pursuit of that promise—investment in today’s 
research makes tomorrow’s miracles.” ■

Expect Miracles Foundation provides $1.1 million to support 
cutting-edge research at the Belfer Center 

Celebrating Expect Miracles Foundation’s $1.1 million gift are (from left) foundation Chairman Frank Strauss, 
Managing Director Sam Watson, and Director Terence Faherty; Dana-Farber’s Pasi Jänne, MD, PhD, and 
Cloud Paweletz, PhD; and foundation Executive Director Frank Heavey.

C&S Wholesale Grocers, C&S 
Charities recognized for 36 years 
with Jimmy Fund Golf 

C&S Wholesale Grocers and C&S Charities, organizers of the annual C&S 

Charity Golf Outing/Tee Up for Kids®, were recognized with the 2020 Boston 

Red Sox Jimmy Fund Award—the Jimmy Fund’s highest honor—at Fenway 

Park in August 2021. The Red Sox present the award annually to those who 

demonstrate a longstanding commitment to the lifesaving mission of Dana-

Farber, and with more than $3.5 million contributed over 36 years, C&S and 

C&S Charities more than fit the bill. 

Founded in 1918 and headquartered in Keene, N.H., C&S Wholesale Grocers 

is an industry leader in supply chain solutions and wholesale grocery supply. 

Their event, which spans two days and 3 to 4 golf courses each year, is one 

of the longest-running charity golf tournaments supporting Jimmy Fund Golf 

presented by Mohegan Sun. The funds they contribute to Dana-Farber support 

pediatric cancer research, bringing hope to young patients and their families.

Above (from left): Chairman of the Jimmy Fund Larry Lucchino; Chief Legal 

Officer Bill Boyd, Senior Vice President and General Manager of Commercial 

Christine Curtis, and President of Commercial Eric Winn of C&S Wholesale 

Grocers; and Dana-Farber Senior Vice President and Chief Philanthropy 

Officer Melany Duval.

Jimmy Fund fans ended summer 
2021 on a sweet note, as the Jimmy 
Fund Scooper Bowl® presented by 
Valvoline Instant Oil ChangeSM was 
reimagined as at-home ice cream 
kits, allowing supporters to bring the 
summer tradition home to safely enjoy 
with friends and family. 

From Aug. 19 to 21, over 750 ice 
cream lovers from across Massachusetts 
picked up their kits from locations 
hosted by venue partners Roxbury 

Community College, 
Burlington High 
School, Patriot Place in 
Foxborough, and Arbella 
Insurance Group in 
Quincy. Each standard 

kit included more than 10 pounds 
of ice cream, toppings, and treats; 
premium kits also included Scooper 
Bowl gear and a guaranteed “golden 
ticket” prize, such as lifetime admission 
to Scooper Bowl, Red Sox tickets, and 
more. Supporters also had the option 
to purchase a kit for a health care hero 
at Dana-Farber, giving 125 Institute 
staff a happy surprise. As with in-person 
Scooper Bowl, which traditionally offers 
all-you-can-eat ice cream in downtown 
Boston, each kit included plenty of ice 
cream and frozen yogurt to share, from 
nationwide favorites Ben & Jerry’s®, 
Häagen-Dazs®, Hood®, and Lactaid®, 
along with regional stars Brigham’s®, The 
Farmer’s Cow, Yasso®, and Planet Oat, 
among others. 

Despite the late-August rain from 
Hurricane Henri, nothing could stop 
the smiles of the “Scooper Crew.” In 
total, the event raised over $125,000 to 
support The Dana-Farber Campaign, 
showing the impact each scoop and 
every gift makes in defying cancer at 
Dana-Farber and beyond. ■

Patriots cheerleaders, Pat the Patriot, 
and Slyde the Fox helped out at the 
Patriot Place pick-up location.

Jimmy Fund Scooper Bowl® 
defies cancer with each scoop
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Dana-Farber’s Mariella Filbin, MD, 
PhD, received a generous $250,000 
grant from the Rachel Molly Markoff 
Foundation to further her research 
into diffuse intrinsic pontine gliomas 
(DIPG), a rare and aggressive tumor that 
usually occurs in children.

The foundation was established in 
honor of Rachel Molly Markoff, who 
was just 9 years old when she passed 
away from an inoperable brain stem 
tumor in 1992. It is supported in part 
by proceeds from the foundation’s Art 
in Giving program—the logo of which 
is based on a drawing that Rachel made 
during one of her appointments at 
Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic.

With this funding, Filbin and her 
team are studying samples of DIPG 
tumors, like the kind Rachel had, 
to better understand the immune 
environment of this type of disease. 
Using single-cell sequencing, she is able 
to analyze every cell in a given tumor 
sample, gaining a more granular picture 
of the dependencies and interactions 
between tumor cells.

“Preliminary research has revealed 
a range of different immune cell types 
present in DIPG tissue, which offers a 
new look at the immune environment,” 
said Filbin. “Further analysis will tell us 
what ‘brakes’ are put on the immune 
cells that stops them from destroying 
tumor cells like they are supposed to 
do. The hope is to block these brakes 
and unleash the immune system against 
DIPG cells.”

Eliane and Gary Markoff, founders 
of Art in Giving, are excited about the 
prospects of Filbin’s research. Eliane 
notes that “there has been little progress 
in the treatment or prevention of 
DIPG tumors. We fully support Dr. 
Filbin’s research and wish her and her 
colleagues the very best in their pursuit 
to find a cure for DIPG tumors.” ■

Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation gives $1 million to bring 
precision medicine to pediatric patients

America runs on Dunkin’, and 
the Jimmy Fund is proud to 
run on the support of the 

Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation, 
a longtime partner in the fight against 
cancer. 

This year, through their annual golf 
tournament, the Dunkin’ Joy | NDCP 
Golf Classic held on August 9, 2021, 
Dunkin’ Joy raised an incredible $1 
million to fund precision medicine 
for pediatric cancer at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, an important 
strategic priority of the Institute and 
of The Dana-Farber Campaign. The 
tournament is annually sponsored by 
Dunkin’ Franchisees, NDCP, suppliers, 
and business partners who share in the 
desire to improve treatment options for 
pediatric patients at Dana-Farber and 
around the world.

The 2021 event attracted more 
than 250 golfers who were treated to 
a Margaritaville-themed day of golf, a 
live auction led by NHL Hall of Famer 
and Boston Bruins legend Ray Bourque, 
and a post-event dinner with remarks 
by Scott Armstrong, MD, PhD, chair of 
the Department of Pediatric Oncology 
at Dana-Farber and the David G. 
Nathan Professor of Pediatrics.

“Cancer affects every community. 
Dunkin’ Franchisees and the Dunkin’ 
Joy in Childhood Foundation are 
proud to support Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute’s groundbreaking work to 
improve outcomes for pediatric cancer 
patients,” said Victor Carvalho, co-
chair of the Board of Directors for the 
Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation. 

Advances in genomics—a field 
dedicated to identifying genetic factors 
responsible for the development of 
cancer—have tremendously benefited 
adult patients with historically 
intractable cancers, and with this 

generous gift, researchers at Dana-
Farber are working to develop new 
targeted therapies for children.

One of these initiatives is the Cancer 
Vulnerabilities Project led by Kimberly 
Stegmaier, MD, co-director of the 
Childhood Hematologic Malignancy 
Center and the Ted Williams Chair at 
Dana-Farber. Pediatric cancers have 
few driver mutations, so developing 
targeted drugs for these diseases can 
be difficult. To address this problem, 
Stegmaier and her team are utilizing 
CRISPR technology to fully catalog 
genetic dependencies—genes required 

for cancer’s survival and proliferation—
across childhood cancers to reveal 
precision medicine strategies. This 
comprehensive catalog, called the 
Pediatric Cancer Dependency Map, has 
already uncovered several promising 
drug targets.

The insights gleaned from studies 
like the Cancer Vulnerabilities 
Project are helping to develop specific 
therapies based on the unique genetics 
of an individual’s tumor. With this 
knowledge, physicians will be able 
to match existing drugs with specific 
diseases in an effort to prevent drug 
resistance which will have a direct 
impact on children both at Dana-
Farber and across the globe.

“Dana-Farber’s precision medicine 
initiatives are empowering researchers 
to pursue a wide range of potential 
therapeutic strategies for children 
on a national scale,” said Armstrong. 
“We are grateful to the Dunkin’ Joy 
in Childhood Foundation’s continued 
partnership as we work to bring 
better, more targeted treatments to 
pediatric cancer patients, and expand 
our understanding of the biology of 
pediatric cancer.” ■

From left: Dunkin’ mascot Cuppy, Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation Board Chair 
Victor Carvalho, Dunkin’ Franchisee Sue Andrade, Baskin-Robbins President Jason 
Maceda, and Dunkin’ Franchisees Carlos Andrade, Konse Skrivanos, and Dinart Serpa 
present a $1 million check to Lisa Diller, MD, vice chair of the Department of Pediatric 
Oncology at Dana-Farber on Sept. 18, 2021 at Fenway Park to celebrate Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month.

The Art in Giving program supports 
DIPG research in honor of Rachel Molly 
Markoff.

Rachel Molly Markoff 
Foundation enables new 
analyses of DIPG cells

STRIKE OUT  
CANCER WITH THE  
JIMMY FUND AND  

THE RED SOX
Learn how you can get involved

RallyAgainstCancer.org
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Golf courses around New England 
were back in the swing of things in 
2021, as supporters of Jimmy Fund 
Golf presented by Mohegan Sun 

returned to the fairways across the 
country to fundraise for the Jimmy 
Fund and Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. Thanks to thousands of 
dedicated volunteer tournament 
directors, sponsors, donors, and 
players, more than 80 Jimmy Fund 
Golf events raised over $5.6 million in 
2021 to help Dana-Farber defy cancer.

Fundraising through golf took on 
extra meaning over the past year, as each 
dollar raised and ball hit was part of The 
Dana-Farber Campaign, the Institute’s 
ambitious, multi-year fundraising 
effort to prevent, treat, and defy cancer 
by accelerating revolutionary science, 
extraordinary care, and exceptional 
expertise. Every golfer was a partner in 

this effort, raising funds that are already 
at work at Dana-Farber to help patients 
today get the best treatment possible, 
while enabling innovative researchers to 
discover breakthroughs that will help 
future patients both in New England 
and around the world. 

With continued ebbs and flows in 
the ongoing pandemic, tournament 
directors showed incredible 
perseverance and agility by adapting 
their events to meet local guidelines. 
From moving from shotgun starts to 
tee times, and pivoting their post-
golf gatherings to outdoor receptions, 
tournament directors got creative to 
hold their events safely and raise critical 
funds for Dana-Farber. Additionally 

in 2021, Jimmy Fund Golf welcomed 
14 new events to its strong community 
of golf fundraisers. And many 
individuals joined the Jimmy Fund 
Golf Challenge, fundraising virtually 
throughout the summer to earn a 
chance to play at The Cape Club of 
Sharon in August. 

While 2021 may have looked 
different, the dedication of the Jimmy 
Fund Golf community remained the 
same, with everyone deeply committed 
to raising vital funds to bring hope to 
Dana-Farber’s patients. Jimmy Fund 
Golf is extremely thankful for its loyal 
supporters who take to the course 
each year in support of Dana-Farber’s 
lifesaving mission. ■

Jimmy Fund Golf community remains resilient  
in the fight against cancer 

From left to right: Tournament 
Director Scott Goldberg, along with 
Lisa Parsons, celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of the Bob Parsons 
Memorial hosted by Shem Creek 
Capital with Dr. Brian Wolpin and 
Bob Parsons Fellow Qiaoli Wang, 
who use funds raised from the event 
to investigate methods to detect 
pancreatic cancer in its earlier stages 
in an effort to increase treatment 
options. 

Members of the Basile family gathered together at the 31st 
annual Basile Family Memorial Golf Tournament to mark a 
record philanthropic year where they raised $150,000, the 
largest amount in the tournament’s history, and exceeded  
$1 million in lifetime fundraising for the Jimmy Fund.

Tom Jacob, Ed Fitzgerald, and John 
Simourian (l. to r.) were thrilled 
to celebrate their 10th year of the 
Women’s Cancers Classic, which 
supports research leading to early 
detection in women’s cancers at Dana-
Farber through the Men’s Collaborative 
to Cure Women’s Cancers.

Committee members and volunteers 
of the C&W Services/Jimmy Fund 
Golf Classic gather to celebrate 
another successful tournament raising 
funds for pediatric cancer research 
at Dana-Farber. Pictured left to right: 
Joe Guanera, Paul Gardiner, Michael 
Ward, Patricia Ward, Stephanie Davis, 
and Michael Dunn.

Bill Boyd, Christine Curtis, and Eric Winn (from left), senior leaders at C&S Wholesale 
Grocers, continued their longstanding support of Dana-Farber in 2021 with the C&S 
Charity Golf Outing/Tee Up for Kids® donating $200,000 to pediatric cancer research. 
See page 6 to learn about the Boston Red Sox Jimmy Fund Award they accepted in 
August. 

The Svenson family was thrilled to return to hosting the John R. Svenson Classic in 
person this year. Family and friends enjoyed a day on the greens, all in support of 
the Svenson Genomic Research Fund. The family raised more than $225,000 for a 
research fellowship in cancer genetics with the goal of developing more targeted and 
effective treatments for cancer.

Tournament Director Sandy Eskin, 
and her husband, Don, celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of the Jimmy 
Memorial Golf Tournament this year. 
Golfers, sponsors, and volunteers 
were all excited to get back on the 
course to raise critical funds for 
research and care at Dana-Farber. 
Here’s to 20 more years!

Members of the Dana-Farber Driving to a Cure Golf Classic 
committee gather to celebrate a successful tournament 
after being unable to hold an in-person event in 2020. The 
tournament raises funds for a Dana-Farber fellow each year; 
this year’s event supported the research of third-year clinical 
fellow Dr. Kipp Weiskopf (third from right).

Committee members and supporters 
of the DefinitiveCares Charity Golf 
Tournament were thrilled to have 
everyone back together on the course 
this year. They had their largest 
turnout to date, expanding to two 
courses and raising an astounding 
$250,000 for cancer research and care 
in their best year yet.
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H aving seen firsthand 
the impact of 
cancer on their 

co-workers, the tightknit 
Stop & Shop Store 
Development team came 
together to give back in 
their memories. They 
decided to start a golf 
tournament 30 years ago 
to honor these teammates 
and bring their legacies 
forward by raising money 
for Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute through Jimmy 
Fund Golf. Today, the 
Store Development Jimmy Fund Golf Classic is 
still going strong—and with support from the 
Ahold Delhaize USA Family Foundation, has 
raised an impressive $7 million in support of 
pediatric oncology at the Institute. 

The 2021 Store Development Jimmy Fund 
Golf Classic on Sept. 9 at Lake of Isles in 
North Stonington, Conn., was attended by 260 
supporters, who braved rainy weather to celebrate 
30 years—and raise $550,000 in support of 
pediatric oncology care. These consistent funds 
are an integral part of The Dana-Farber Campaign 
and its efforts to defy cancer by accelerating 
revolutionary science and extraordinary care, for 
patients in Boston and around the world.

“We are so appreciative of our vendor 
partners who graciously support the Foundation, 
making it possible for us to support Dana-
Farber,” says Debbie Hill, Ahold Delhaize USA 
Family Foundation Manager. “The number of 
partners that support the tournament, some 
for the full 30 years, is a true testament to the 
importance of the work being done; and the fact 
that this year so many braved the elements just 
to be a part of the tournament is amazing.”

 “The people at Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 
Fund are very special, and all who pass through 
their doors are lucky to have them on their 
side,” adds Mike McKnight, SVP of Store 
Development and Golf Committee Chair. ■

30 years of Stop & Shop Store Development support

Kernwood Country Club celebrated 10 years of their Swing to Support Dana-Farber golf tournament by 
breaking over $1 million cumulatively raised for women’s cancers research over their decade of events.

Participants of the Making Gray Matter Golf Tournament gather around the putting green prior to teeing off 
to support brain cancer research. This year’s tournament crossed the $1 million mark in cumulative giving 
to Dana-Farber.

Not even a hurricane could stop siblings and 
tournament directors Tommy and Carla Cosenzi 
from organizing the Tom Cosenzi “Driving for the 
Cure” Charity Golf Tournament. They pivoted to 
a new date just two weeks later and welcomed a 
sell-out crowd, raising more than $119,000 for Dr. 
Patrick Wen’s brain tumor research and care in 
memory of their father, Tom.

Jimmy Suppelsa (second from left) poses on 
event day with members of the Hyannisport 
Jimmy Fund Classic committee. This year’s 
tournament was extra special as they surpassed 
the $1 million cumulative fundraising milestone, 
all in support of the Pediatric Experimental 
Therapeutics Program under the direction of Dr. 
Steven DuBois.

Larry Rybacki (second from right) poses on tournament day 
with his golf foursome to celebrate another record-breaking 
year for the Rybacki Memorial Invitational. This year’s 
tournament raised over $112,000 for Dr. Mary-Ellen Taplin’s 
prostate cancer research at Dana-Farber.

Coming off of a 40-year run of successful golf tournaments and 
fundraisers, a dedicated group of Jimmy Fund supporters got 
back together to create the Jimmy Fund WMass Classic, a new 
two-day event featuring a cocktail reception and golf tournament 
that raised over $100,000 in its first year. Pictured left to right: 
Dave Madsen, Korby Clark, Peter Clark, Tom Mathes, Scott 
Sadowsky, and Liz Rappaport.

Bill Lawrence, Debbie Hill, and Mike McKnight celebrate 30 years of 
fundraising at the 2021 Store Development Jimmy Fund Golf Classic.

Tournaments Celebrating 
Milestones

Jimmy Fund Open ....................................................................... 30 years
Store Development Jimmy Fund Classic .................................... 30 years
Jimmy Memorial Golf Tournament ............................................. 20 years
Jay O’Halloran Memorial Golf Tournament ................................ 15 years
Kernwood Country Club’s  

Swing to Support Dana-Farber .............................................. 10 years
Women’s Cancers Classic ........................................................... 10 years
Bob Parsons Memorial hosted  

by Shem Creek Capital ........................................................... 5 years
Cancer Canknot Charity Golf Classic  ......................................... 5 years 
Team Cork Open .......................................................................... 5 years 
The Jim McNally Memorial Golf Tournament ............................ 5 years

2021 Top Fundraising Tournaments
Tournaments that raised $100,000 
or more as of October 12, 2021

$1,100,000+
Expect Miracles Foundation

$1,000,000+
Dunkin’ Joy NDCP Golf Classic

$550,000+
Store Development Jimmy Fund Classic

$250,000+
DefinitiveCares Charity Golf Tournament

$200,000+
Bob Parsons Memorial hosted by Shem Creek Capital 
C&S Charity Golf Outing/Tee Up for Kids®

John R. Svenson Classic

$150,000+
Basile Family Memorial Golf Tournament
Kernwood Country Club’s Swing to Support Dana-Farber 
Making Gray Matter Golf Classic

$100,000+
C&W Services/Jimmy Fund Golf & Tennis Classic
Dana-Farber Driving to a Cure Golf Classic
Hyannisport Jimmy Fund Classic
Jimmy Memorial Golf Tournament
Rybacki Memorial Invitational
Tom Cosenzi “Driving for the Cure” Charity Golf Tournament
The Jimmy Fund WMass Classic 
Women’s Cancers Classic
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WEEI/NESN Jimmy Fund Radio-Telethon comes 
roaring back to raise $3.8 million

Everyone loves a comeback story, and 
the 19th annual WEEI/NESN Jimmy 
Fund Radio-Telethon presented by 
Arbella Insurance provides a powerful 
example. After a year off due to the 
pandemic, this signature broadcast 
came roaring back in 2021 like a ninth 
inning rally, culminating in one of the 
most successful fundraising appeals in 
the program’s history.

Broadcast live from Fenway Park 
over 36 hours on Aug. 24 and 25, 
Radio-Telethon 
raised more than 
$3.8 million 
in unrestricted 
funding for 
Dana-Farber, 
bringing the 
event’s cumulative 
total to over 
$62 million 
since 2002. This 
incredible support 
from the Jimmy 
Fund community 
advances The 
Dana-Farber 
Campaign, 
an historic 
fundraising effort 
to accelerate the 
revolutionary 
science, 
extraordinary 
care, and exceptional expertise needed 
to defy cancer at every turn, now and 
for years to come. 

As always, at the heart of the Radio-
Telethon’s success were the Boston Red 
Sox and their 68-year strong partnership 
with the Jimmy Fund. Team ownership 

raised nearly $190,000 through the 
annual Red Sox Partners Challenge. 
Players, coaches, and alumni pitched in 

with memorable 
on-air appearances 
by Alex Cora, 
Xander Bogaerts, 
Chris Sale, and 
2021 Jimmy Fund 
Captain Nathan 
Eovaldi, as well 
as Sox legends 
David Ortiz and 
Roger Clemens, 
among others. 
2021 also marked 
Radio-Telethon’s 
expansion to the 
Red Sox Spanish 
Radio Network 
airwaves. 

Beyond the 
Red Sox, local 
all-stars stepped 
up to the plate 
to make the 

2021 Radio-Telethon a hit. Granite 
Telecommunications Co-Founder and 
CEO Rob Hale and his wife, Karen, 
challenged donors by matching all 
gifts received during The Greg Hill 
Show, totaling a gift of $355,000 and 
inspiring thousands of donations. 

Numerous area 
celebrities participated 
over the phone and 
in-person, including 
Massachusetts Governor 
Charlie Baker, Boston 
Bruins Tuukka Rask 
and Charlie Coyle, and 
others from the Bruins 
and Boston Celtics. 
Anchoring this powerful 
lineup was presenting 
sponsor Arbella 
Insurance, which donated 
$100,000 through its 
“Strike Out Cancer” 
promotion, contributing 
$50 for each strikeout thrown by a Red 
Sox pitcher this season.

Dedicated media partners WEEI 93.7 
FM and New England Sports Network 
(NESN) produced an outstanding two-
day broadcast featuring moving stories 
from Dana-Farber patients, doctors, 
nurses, researchers, and leaders, who 
embodied the Institute’s mission and 
exemplified the Radio-Telethon’s impact. 
Dana-Farber pediatric and adult patients 
also attended games both nights and took 
part in special pre-game activities, from 
singing the national anthem, to throwing 
out the ceremonial first pitch, to starting 
the games with an emphatic “Play ball!” 

Thanks to this strong team effort, the 
2021 Radio-Telethon provided a rousing 
comeback performance rivaling the 
action on field and generating bedrock 
funding that touches every aspect of 
Dana-Farber’s life-changing work. “A 
very special thank you to everyone across 
Red Sox Nation who helped make this 
year’s Radio-Telethon such a success,” 
said Larry Lucchino, Chairman of the 
Jimmy Fund, Dana-Farber Trustee, 
Chairman/Principal Owner of the 
Worcester Red Sox, and President/CEO 
Emeritus of the Boston Red Sox. “Your 
support strengthens cancer care and 
research at Dana-Farber and benefits all 
patients, and we are truly grateful.” ■

Jack Berry (right), a patient in Dana-
Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic, gets tips 
from Red Sox pitcher and Jimmy 
Fund Captain Nate Eovaldi before 
throwing out the first pitch at Fenway 
on Aug. 24.

Above (from left): Tim Clarke, senior VP and market manager, and Karalyn Mallozzi, regional sales promotions director, Audacy 
Boston; Dana Panepinto, director of sports sales, WEEI; Ray Guilbault, chief operating officer and CFO, NESN; Rose Mirakian-Wheeler, 
coordinating director, NESN; Beverly Tangvik, Arbella Insurance Foundation; Dana-Farber President and CEO Laurie H. Glimcher, MD; 
Senior VP and Chief Philanthropy Officer Melany Duval; and Chairman of the Jimmy Fund Larry Lucchino.

Dana-Farber patient Lamar Valentina (right) hanging 
out at Fenway with Chairman of the Jimmy Fund Larry 
Lucchino on Aug. 25 before throwing out the first pitch.

Team Russo honored with Boston Red Sox Jimmy Fund Award
Team Russo is the largest supporter of the annual John Hancock 

Fenway Fantasy Day to benefit the Jimmy Fund, raising more than $2.1 

million over 17 years in honor of Rob Russo Jr. In recognition of their 

longstanding commitment to Dana-Farber’s lifesaving mission, Team 

Russo received the Jimmy Fund’s highest honor, the 2021 Boston Red 

Sox Jimmy Fund Award, at Fenway Park in August.

For 21 years, Rob Russo Jr. was treated at Dana-Farber for 

gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST), drawn here from his home in 

Astoria, Queens, N.Y., by our patient-centered care and the expertise 

of Rob’s oncologist, George Demetri, MD, the Quick Family Chair in 

Medical Oncology at Dana-Farber. Although Rob Jr. passed away in 

2020, his family has continued their passionate advocacy and support 

of Demetri’s gastrointestinal research, naming the Team Russo Lab and 

making an enduring impact on patients throughout the world.

Pictured (from left): Chairman of the Jimmy Fund Larry Lucchino; Bob 

Sr. and Maria Russo; Rob Jr.’s wife, Yvonne, and their sons, Dominic, 

Matthew, and Derek; and Rob’s oncologist, George Demetri, MD.
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Boston Motorcycle Marathon Ride
Veteran motorcyclist Fred Georgoulis is a steadfast 

supporter of the Jimmy Fund who has participated 
in the Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk since 
2009, raising nearly $11,000 with his team. In 2013, 
he learned the family of Sean Collier, the MIT Police 
Officer killed in the line of duty following the Boston 
Marathon bombings, had requested donations be 
made to the Jimmy Fund. Fred’s son, Nicholas, now 
a detective for the Manchester, N.H., Police, was 
the same age as Collier. This cast a motorcycle ride 
fundraising event Fred was planning in a new light.

 “In the aftermath of the Marathon, I felt called 
to bring the community together to serve a greater 
good,” said Fred. “It’s been a true labor of love ever 
since.”  The Boston Motorcycle Marathon Ride Fred 
created has attracted hundreds of riders each year 
to the historic 26.2-mile route from Hopkinton to 
Copley Square, honoring fallen responders and raising 
vital funds for research and care at Dana-Farber. After 
a hiatus in 2020 the ride returned for its final year in 
August 2021, raising more than $8,000 and bringing 
the event’s nine-year total to more than $100,000 in 
flexible funds that provide immediate support across 
the Institute, wherever it is needed most. 

Crew 104 20K Summer Sprint Challenge
Crew 104 is a community of rowers who train 

together virtually via the Hydrow at-home rowing 
system, and raise funds for charity during rowing 
challenge events. Founded by Adam Grunden and 
Leslie Michalski, the group includes rowers from 
across the U.S., Canada, and the U.K. In July 2021, 
Crew 104 dedicated fundraising from their virtual 
20K Summer Sprint Challenge to support Dana-
Farber and the Jimmy Fund. Participants committed 
to row 20K within 12 hours in two sittings between 
July 1 and 18, with the main event taking place the 

weekend of July 17–18. The 20K Summer Sprint 
Challenge ultimately inspired 270 rowers to take part 
and raise $20,000 for Dana-Farber. 

“We’re so grateful to everyone who rowed or 
donated to help us make a splash against cancer,” 
said Michalski, of Anchorage, Alaska. “We’re proud 
to support Dana-Farber’s cutting-edge science and 
compassionate cancer care for pediatric and adult 
patients and their families.” 

Fenway for Our Fathers
In 1973, four young men—Ge Erskine, Dave 

McHugh, Norm Payette, and Wilbur Wildes—
walked more than 100 miles from South Portland, 
Maine, to Boston, to raise $18,000 for the Jimmy 
Fund. Nearly 50 years later, in the summer of 2021, 
four of their children proudly followed in their 
footsteps.

Link Erskine, Joe McHugh, Denise Payette-
Holmes, and Peter Wildes grew up together in South 
Portland, and over the course of five days in early July 
they re-created the 110-mile trek, dubbed “Fenway 
for Our Fathers,” and its mission to support Dana-
Farber. The group did their part to raise awareness for 
the cause along the way, attracting media interviews 
as well as honks and waves from passing traffic.  

Their finish line was Fenway Park, where they were 
honored on the field and received a standing ovation 
for their efforts. The group more than doubled their 
original fundraising goal, ultimately raising over 
$40,000. “The fundraising was incredible,” said 
Peter Wildes, and Link Erskine agreed: “It was very 
exciting. We had more followers than we knew.” 

More Pasta, Less Sarcoma
Margaret Schroeder was an otherwise healthy and 

active young woman who had just turned 25 when 
she was diagnosed with a very rare cancer called 
synovial sarcoma. “My case can be successfully treated 
using the standard of care,” Margaret says, “but we 
are in dire need of treatments for metastatic disease, 
which is often lethal.” 

As a neuroscience doctoral student at MIT, 
Margaret understands the powerful impact that both 
research and fundraising can have. So she became 
a Jimmy FundRaiser in July 2021, hosting “More 
Pasta, Less Sarcoma” to support the transformational 
research in synovial sarcoma happening at Dana-
Farber. At this virtual event on Zoom, Chef 
Ashton Keefe led participants through a cooking 
demonstration of Roman pasta, in exchange for a 
donation to the Jimmy Fund. 

“Our first event was a huge success,” Margaret 
says, raising more than $27,000 in support of this 
vital research. “I learned that people are often willing 
to give more than you think, and to give even if they 
can’t make the event—I received many donations 
from people I’ve never met.” ■

T he lifesaving mission of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and the Jimmy Fund inspires grassroots supporters throughout New England and beyond to organize 
fundraising events of every imaginable kind, in person and online. Here are just a few, from longtime supporters and new friends, that raise vital funds to help 
Dana-Farber improve the lives of cancer patients everywhere.

Grassroots events offer creative ways to defy cancer

Fred Georgoulis (center) and his wife, Alisa (fourth from right) gathered at the 2021 Boston Motorcycle Marathon Ride 
with family of the late Officer Lou Remigio and his fellow officers of the Somerville Police Department.

Robin Boyea of Thompson’s Station, Tenn., rowed in 
Crew 104’s 20K Summer Sprint Challenge fundraiser 
for the Jimmy Fund.

Margaret Schroeder hosted the “More Pasta, Less 
Sarcoma” virtual cooking demonstration to raise funds 
for synovial sarcoma research at Dana-Farber.

(From left): Peter Wildes, Denise Payette-Holmes, Link Erskine, and Joe McHugh walked from South Portland, Maine, to 
Boston in “Fenway for Our Fathers” to raise money for the Jimmy Fund.
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T he Dana-Farber Marathon 
Challenge (DFMC) team 
started its 26.2-mile race from 

all different places in 2021—some 
runners set off from the famous Boston 
Marathon® start line in Hopkinton on 
Marathon Monday, Oct.11, and some 
were virtual participants in locales of 
their own choosing between Oct. 8 and 
10. No matter the location or the date, 
DFMC teammates hold one thing in 
common: their cancer-defying mission 
for Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

“I am so honored and so humbled 
to be a part of such a generous 
community leading us all to be a 
part of the solution,” said seven-year 
DFMC team member Tracy Saperstein. 
Tracy surpassed $250,000 in lifetime 
fundraising in 2021, a standout 
accomplishment in the DFMC 
community.

In total, DFMC runners collectively 
raised more than $4.2 million to 
benefit the Claudia Adams Barr 
Program in Innovative Basic Cancer 
Research at Dana-Farber. The Barr 
Program focuses 
on basic science 
investigations that 
explore biology’s 
fundamental 
questions and 
can lead to major 
breakthroughs 
and new 
treatments for 
cancer. One 
hundred percent 
of all DFMC 
fundraising efforts 
support the 
Barr Program’s 
discovery science, 
a crucial strategic 
priority of The Dana-Farber Campaign. 

Matt Bergin, who has run DFMC 
for an incredible 30 years, has seen 
firsthand how the evolution of cancer 

treatments has grown over the years. 
“My wife and I met through Dana-
Farber. We have four children. Dana-

Farber is a second 
family to me and 
has helped create 
my primary 
family. My dad 
passed away 
after battling 
pancreatic 
cancer,” said 
Matt. “However, 
treatments have 
improved so 
much since I 
started running 
in 1992. While 
there is still so 
much more to 
do, many cancers 

have gone from untreatable to curable 
in my 30 years on the DFMC team.” 

David Kelly is a newer member of 
the team roster who has quickly made 

a big impact through 
his support of the 
Barr Program. “I’m so 
excited to be running 
the Boston Marathon 
for Dana-Farber for the 
third straight year,” said 
David. “I’m lucky to 
be on the team because 
of all the wonderful 
teammates, volunteers, 
organizers and our 
training advisor, Jack 
Fultz, who make the 
long miles and tough 
hills so much easier to 
run. I am personally 
honored because of how 
researchers at Dana-
Farber helped our family 
in its time of need seven 
years ago.” 

Every DFMC runner 
takes off from the starting line with a 
story—a quest—to defy cancer, and 

with every step, brings Dana-Farber 
closer to the ultimate finish line: a 
world without cancer. ■

Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge runners cross the finish line, on 
Boylston Street and virtually, raising $4.2 million for basic science

Adjoa Smalls-Mantey, a physician-scientist from New York City, 
accomplished her final World Marathon Majors race running 
her first DFMC.

Michael Lewis bested his $9,000 fundraising goal 
running his first marathon for DFMC.

The strength of DFMC runners comes 
from knowing that the funds they raise 
are helping loved ones and people with 
cancer everywhere.

David Kelly after completing his third 
DFMC in 2021. Matt Bergin ran his 30th DFMC in 2021.

Tracy Saperstein running DFMC 2019.

“ I am so honored and so 
humbled to be a part 
of such a generous 
community leading us 
all to be a part of the 
solution.” 

—  TRACY SAPERSTEIN, seven-year 
DFMC team member
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I n September, 92 
runners from around 
the world laced 

up and set out to take 
part in the B.A.A. Half 
Marathon® as part of 
the Dana-Farber team, 
raising nearly $100,000 
to help the Institute defy 
cancer.

This year’s race was 
a completely virtual 
experience for the 
second year in a row, 
allowing participants 
to run from anywhere, 
including several 
New England states, 
Alabama, Colorado, 
Georgia, Louisiana, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, 
and countries such as Canada and 
Japan.

Runners could participate on the 
Dana-Farber team as individuals or as 
part of a fundraising group. This year’s 
top group, Team Dexter—made up of 
siblings Julia and Nattie Dexter—ran 
in honor of their father who passed 
away from glioblastoma in 2021. In 
their first time running together in the 
B.A.A. Half, they raised more than 
$7,000. The top individual fundraiser 

was Abby Buccella, who raised more 
than $12,000 in honor of her father 
and her stepfather, who both passed 
away from cancer.

“While progress has been made, 
there is still so much to be done. I’m 
hoping to make small strides towards 
helping to propel research and patient 
care at a world-renowned cancer 
hospital,” said Buccella, who is also a 
former Dana-Farber employee. “I want 
to thank everyone who has helped raise 
money in honor of those we have lost, 
those who are bravely fighting, and 
those who have beat this disease.” ■

Dana-Farber team runs second 
virtual B.A.A. Half Marathon®

The Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Center (MLSC) has awarded Dana-
Farber a $1.82 million grant to support 
a new facility that will provide unique 
and cutting-edge metabolomics tools 
for scientists. The grant was announced 
as the MLSC awarded $18 million 
in life sciences capital funding to 
support research, infrastructure, data 
science, and drug delivery projects in 
Massachusetts.

Metabolomics is the study of 
chemical reactions that occur in cells 
or tissues and create metabolites, 
which play a vital role in keeping cells 
healthy and functioning properly. Data 
from such studies can provide fresh 
insights into metabolic control of cell 
physiology, disease processes, or therapy 
response that can have a profound 
impact on basic understanding and 
clinical treatment of disease. The highly 
scalable metabolomics capabilities 
gathered within this new facility, 
through an innovative academia-
industry partnership between Dana-

Farber and Boston-based General 
Metabolics, have historically been 
available predominantly within labs in 
the biotech industry.

“The Life Sciences Center continues 
to catalyze transformative growth in 
jobs and infrastructure that is driving 
scientific discovery and producing 
therapies and other products that are 
improving patients’ lives around the 
world,” said Massachusetts Housing 
& Economic Development Secretary 
Mike Kennealy, who serves as co-
chair of the MLSC board of directors. 
“The Baker-Polito Administration 
remains committed to providing key 
investments to maintain the upward 
trajectory of the life sciences sector 
in Massachusetts as a mechanism for 
workforce and economic development, 
and scientific advancement.”

The new facility will help advance 
basic and translational metabolic 
science relevant to cancer and other 
diseases such as obesity, diabetes, 
neurologic disorders, and inborn errors 

of metabolism. It will include a unique 
technology for systematic application 
of discovery metabolomics for fast, 
high-resolution, accurate mass profiling 
of large cohorts of complex biologic 
samples from patients, and integration 
of such data with other “omics” data. 
Metabolomics data can also lead to 
successful identification of metabolites 
as biomarkers relevant for disease 
management.

“This high-quality technology 
resource will not only enhance the 
existing metabolism research at 
Dana-Farber, but also provide novel 
opportunities for discovery of disease 
targets and precision medicine 
strategies. It will be a conduit for 
bench-to-bedside and back-to-
bench research, fostering biomedical 
breakthroughs,” said Nika Danial, 
PhD, of the Department of Cancer 
Biology, who led efforts to create and 
implement plans for this new state-of-
the-art facility, which epitomizes the 
goals of The Dana-Farber Campaign.

This technology is also vital for 
Dana-Farber’s mission in training the 
next generation of scientists—another 
key campaign priority—especially 
those in the National Cancer Institute-

funded T32 training program in 
Cancer Chemical Biology and 
Metabolism, co-directed by Danial and 
Thomas Roberts, PhD.

Access to the equipment within 
the metabolomics facility will be 
shared across the academic research 
community, with primary users coming 
from Dana-Farber, the Longwood 
Medical Area, and other academic 
institutions throughout Massachusetts. ■

Massachusetts Life Sciences Center funding  
supports metabolomics facility

Supported by a grant from the 
Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, 
Nika Danial, PhD, will lead a new 
metabolomics facility that will enhance 
both understanding of cancer biology 
and therapeutic outcomes. 

Abby Buccella named her two sons after her father and 
stepfather, for whom she ran the B.A.A. Half this year.

Start your own event 
and defy cancer with 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
and the Jimmy Fund.

Learn how at JimmyFundRaiser.org

Jimmy FundRaiser! 
Become a
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Trustee Howard Cox backs Dana-Farber’s most cutting-edge 
initiatives

A career venture capitalist, Dana-
Farber Trustee Howard Cox has 
always had an eye for investing 

in innovation. It’s this mindset 
that motivated him to to establish 
the Presidential Entrepreneurial 
Initiatives Fund for The Dana-Farber 
Campaign, which empowers Dana-
Farber President and CEO Laurie H. 
Glimcher, MD, to direct funds to 
emerging areas of critical need.

With a new commitment of  
$1 million, Cox has empowered 
Glimcher to deploy resources 
to support some of the most 
entrepreneurial priorities driving The 
Dana-Farber Campaign, an ambitious 
multi-year, $2 billion fundraising 
effort to help Dana-Farber defy cancer 
through investments in revolutionary 
science, extraordinary care, exceptional 
expertise, and essential opportunities.

“This fund is critical because 
it provides Dr. Glimcher with a 
discretionary fund for entrepreneurial 
initiatives that will have the most 
immediate impact,” says Cox. “While 
certain types of funding can take time 
to secure, this money can be deployed 
immediately—whether it’s to recruit 
and fund a promising new researcher or 
break new ground with a cutting-edge 
clinical study.”

Through his generosity, coupled 
with his enthusiasm for innovation, 
Cox has helped advance many of the 
Institute’s most entrepreneurial-minded 
programs, including ImmunoProfile, 
which aims to customize treatment to 
a patient’s immune system, enabling 
it to recognize and fight cancer cells 
and guide more effective and durable 
outcomes; single cell analyses, a new 
technology critical in understanding 
cancer biology; and groundbreaking 
research into the progression of 
gastrointestinal cancers, with a goal of 
improving treatment and prevention. 
Most importantly, Cox’s generous 
support has enabled Dana-Farber to 
attract and retain its most valuable 
asset: the world-class faculty that 
drive this vital work, ensuring they are 

funded at the most critical stages of 
their careers. 

“Cancer medicine is a swiftly 
evolving field, and Howard’s visionary 
philanthropy keeps the Institute 
ahead of the curve by empowering 
us to capitalize on the most 
promising opportunities for pivotal 
breakthroughs,” says Glimcher, who is 
the Richard and Susan Smith Professor 
of Medicine. “Strengthened by this 
versatile funding, we have been able 
to nimbly invest in entrepreneurial 
projects and people that are continuing 
to pay off for patients many years later.”

Immediately, Cox’s gift will be 
used to recruit and retain some 
of the field’s most talented faculty 
and researchers to help achieve the 
ambitious goals outlined in The Dana-
Farber Campaign, which will accelerate 
the Institute’s success in preventing, 
treating, and defying cancer.

“Science is moving quickly—we 
now have technology that allows us to 
get things done in months that used to 
take years,” says Cox. “Our goal is to 
cure cancer, and the only way we can 
cure cancer is to come up with new 
initiatives, new ideas. And that’s what 
this fund is all about.” ■

Generous support from Trustee Howard 
Cox ensures innovative researchers at 
Dana-Farber get the funding they need.

“ Our goal is to cure 
cancer, and the only 
way we can cure 
cancer is to come up 
with new initiatives, 
new ideas.” 

—  HOWARD COX, Dana-Farber 
Trustee 

S ince 1947, The Helen Hay 
Whitney Foundation (HHWF) 
has been providing support to 

young biomedical scientists engaged 
in postdoctoral research. Recently, 
HHWF awarded Bojan Milic, PhD, a 
postdoctoral fellow at Dana-Farber, a 
$181,000 grant to support his research 
into a process called chromothripsis, 
a biological mechanism that has been 
linked to cancer.

Cancer can develop when errors 
occur in normal cell processes. When 
large-scale, complex rearrangements 
of chromosomes occur rapidly 
over just one or two rounds of cell 
division, this is called chromothripsis. 
It is now known that the formation 
of an aberrant structure—called a 
chromosome bridge—during cell 
division can lead to chromothripsis, 
which can then lead to tumor 
development.

“When a chromosome bridge 
stretches and breaks, it can initiate a 
cascade of events that rapidly leads 
to the large-scale rearrangement of 
the DNA sequence of one or more 
chromosomes,” said Milic. “However, 
the effects of chromosome bridges 
may go beyond inducing changes at 
the genomic level. For example, the 
physical stretching of chromosomes 

comprising a bridge may alter their 
epigenetic state which may, in turn, 
affect which genes are turned on or 
off. I aim to examine the epigenetic 
consequences of bridge stretching 
and breakage and the impact that this 
process has on gene expression.”

Milic’s research will help answer 
fundamental questions about tumor 
development, laying the groundwork 
for further clinical study into new 
therapeutics. ■

With support from the Helen Hay 
Whitney Foundation, Bojan Milic, PhD, 
is exploring fundamental questions 
about tumor development.

Helen Hay Whitney Foundation 
furthers epigenetic research
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Epigenetics

For decades, cancer research has 

focused on genetic mutations, 

but DNA is only part of the story. 

Epigenetics—changes in how  

DNA is processed by the cell— 

can also cause cancer. Dana-

Farber is leading the epigenetics 

revolution in adult and pediatric 

cancers, and your gift to The  

Dana-Farber Campaign will help us 

translate our epigenetic discoveries 

into new treatments for patients.
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F or Larry Nirenberg and his wife, 
Cathy Ziehl—a retired civil 
rights attorney—equity and social 

justice issues have long been close to 
their hearts. Inspired by a talk given by 
Christopher Lathan, MD, MS, MPH, 
Dana-Farber’s chief clinical access and 
equity officer and the Hadley Family 
Chair at Dana-Farber, the couple 
pledged a gift of $250,000 to support 
the Cancer Care Equity Program 

(CCEP) that Lathan 
leads, and which is a 
critical priority of The 
Dana-Farber Campaign. 
Their gift is enhanced 
by additional support 
from Guardian Angel 
Motorsports.  

Founded in 2012, the 
CCEP aims to broaden 
access to Dana-Farber’s 
high-quality care for 
historically marginalized 
and disenfranchised 
patient populations 
through a partnership 
with multiple Federally 
Qualified Health Centers 
in the Boston area.

“We want to stop 
patients from falling 
through the cracks, 
work with clinical teams 
to improve treatment 
access for our Black, 
brown, and marginalized 
patients of all races, and 
increase the number of 
community-facing nurse 
navigators that work with marginalized 
patients to identify and resolve barriers 
to care,” said Lathan.

The CCEP also connects its 

outreach efforts to research in the lab, 
health services, and clinical trials to 
address inequities and ensure that the 
health center model can be sustainably 
replicated nationwide.

“We’re hoping this program will 
extend care to communities that may 
have been overlooked in the past,” said 
Nirenberg. “For us, making even a little 
dent in that is so important.” ■

Pancreatic cancer is the third-leading 
cause of cancer-related death in the 
U.S.—and, leveraging a $220,000 
grant from the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation’s Physician Scientist 
Fellowship program, Dana-Farber’s 
Jeffrey Patterson-Fortin, MD, PhD, is 
determined to change this statistic. 

Patterson-Fortin has devoted his 
research to the study of the genes and 
pathways involved in DNA damage 
repair—and their role in cancer. 
Normally, these genes protect DNA 
from harmful alterations, but they can 
drive cancer growth when mutated. 
Although drugs that target DNA 
damage repair pathways have shown 
promise, cancer cells eventually develop 
resistance to these existing drugs. 

To address this challenge, Patterson-
Fortin is focusing specifically on the 
microhomology-mediated end-joining 
(MMEJ) DNA repair pathway, which 

holds potential as a therapeutic 
target in pancreatic cancer. In the 
lab, Patterson-Fortin is studying how 
MMEJ inhibition causes cell death 
and which cancers are susceptible to 
MMEJ pathway inhibition, with the 
goal of identifying novel treatment 
approaches that could someday 
improve outcomes for patients.

Doris Duke, the foundation’s 
namesake, was a significant supporter 
of medical research throughout her 
life, and her legacy has provided 
support for medical research that is 
designed to cure major diseases like 
pancreatic cancer. “Supporting research 
with high potential to improve human 
health by physician scientists working 
in nurturing research environments 
is a top priority for us,” said Dr. 
Sindy Escobar Alvarez, program 
director for medical research at the 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. 
“We are delighted to facilitate Dr. 
Patterson-Fortin’s time protection 
and contributions to increase the 
understanding of pancreatic cancer.” ■

U nlike prophylactic vaccines, 
which prevent disease, 
therapeutic cancer vaccines 

are intended to treat existing cancers. 
Dana-Farber pioneered a personalized 
cancer vaccine, NeoVax, which 
incorporates the genetic makeup of an 
individual patient’s tumor to stimulate 
an immune response against cancer.

Patrick Ott, MD, PhD, clinical 
director of Dana-Farber’s Melanoma 
Center and director of the Center 
for Personalized Vaccines, led the 
first-in-human study of NeoVax in 
2017, and four years later, found that 
patients’ immune response remained 
robust and even expanded to provide 
additional protection 
from the disease.

After receiving news 
that her melanoma 
had returned and 
metastasized, Susan 
Hampton was one of 
the patients treated 
with NeoVax in that 
groundbreaking trial. 
Now, Susan is thriving.

“There was no 
hesitancy on my part. I 
immediately knew that 
I wanted to be on this 
trial,” said Susan.

Susan and her husband, Bruce, have 
closely followed and supported Ott’s 
work and recently renewed their support 
with a $100,000 gift, which will help 
launch a new clinical trial of NeoVax in 
combination with other therapies.

“Several clinical trials are underway 
to study the efficacy of NeoVax across 
disease areas, providing further hope 
for patients with difficult-to-treat 
cancers,” said Ott, who also serves 
as director of clinical sciences in 
the Center for Precision Immuno-
Oncology. “We have seen promising 
results in the last few years, and I am 
grateful to have received this funding to 
enable further progress.” ■

Christopher Lathan, MD, MS, MPH, 
leads Dana-Farber’s efforts to create 
equitable access to cancer care.

Susan and Bruce Hampton support the work of 
Patrick Ott, MD, PhD, to enable further progress in 
personalized cancer vaccines.

At track events up and down the East Coast, motorheads can enjoy the thrill of racing while benefitting 
Dana-Farber’s Cancer Care Equity Program. A car enthusiast, Larry Nirenberg donated his race car 
(pictured above) to Guardian Angel Motorsports (GAM), a non-profit that rents out race cars for 
charity, founded by financial advisor and race car driver Bruce Ledoux. The charity has received 
donated cars of all types. Proceeds from rentals of #77 go directly to the Cancer Care Equity Fund 
established by Larry and his wife, Cathy.

Nirenberg and Ziehl support cancer care equity

Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation supports physician-
scientist in training to increase 
understanding of pancreatic 
cancer

Hamptons drive further progress 
in personalized cancer vaccines

“ We’re hoping this program will extend care to communities 
that may have been excluded in the past.”

— LARRY NIRENBERG
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Visionary Trustee gift helps support the next generation  
of breast cancer researchers

W hen Jane and Fred 
Jamieson decided to give 
$1 million to The Dana-

Farber Campaign last year, it was the 
latest example in a long history of 
the Jamieson Family supporting the 
Institute’s work in women’s cancers. 
Jane, an Institute Trustee since 2000, 
has seen Dana-Farber grow in leaps and 
bounds over the years, and is especially 
following the work happening at the 
Susan F. Smith Center for Women’s 
Cancers.

The Susan F. Smith Center for 
Women’s Cancers was the vision of 
the late Susan F. Smith, an Institute 
Trustee and steady force behind an 
effort to unite the clinical and research 
strengths of Dana-Farber’s breast and 
gynecologic cancer programs and 
increase opportunities for scientific 
collaboration and translational research. 
When Jane first became acquainted 
with Dana-Farber in 1997, one of the 
first people she met was Eric P. Winer, 
MD, who was at that time the chief 
of the Division of Breast Oncology at 
the Smith Center, and recently stepped 
down as chief clinical development 
officer, senior vice president of medical 
affairs, and Thompson Chair in Breast 

Cancer Research at Dana-Farber. 
Jane’s conversations with Winer about 
the pressing need for more research 
inspired her first gift to Dana-Farber 
and women’s cancers. 

That first interaction sparked a 
decades-long partnership with Dana-
Farber. Jane is one of the founding 
co-chairs of the Susan F. Smith Center 
Executive Council, which supports 
the Smith Center’s work through 
education, fundraising, and advocacy 
initiatives. The center has since grown 
into one of the most comprehensive 
and advanced programs of its kind, 

pushing the frontier of research by 
developing innovative therapies and 
setting cancer care standards for 
physicians across the globe.

This latest gift establishes the 
Jamieson Family Fund for Early Career 
Breast Cancer Researchers, which will 
go towards training researchers starting 
out in their careers. Jane wanted to 
ensure this gift would support the 
Smith Center’s faculty. “I have had the 
opportunity to see the team I met 10 to 
15 years ago mature and develop into 
fantastic clinicians and researchers—
into a world-class team,” said Jamieson. 

“Part of their mission is to support 
the next generation, and I am hoping 
this gift will help to do just that.” 
Supporting and developing exceptional 
expertise is central to the Institute’s 
mission and is a key strategic priority of 
The Dana-Farber Campaign.

Every year, two early career 
researchers will be selected to receive 
funding from the Jamieson Family 
Fund for their innovative research in 
women’s cancers. “I am extraordinarily 
appreciative and grateful for Jane’s 
partnership and friendship over the 
years,” said Winer. “This gift from Jane 
and Fred will support our pipeline of 
physician-scientists and the innovative 
work—often high-risk, high-reward 
investigations—they will undertake to 
change the future of breast cancer.” 

When talking about her long history 
with Dana-Farber, Jane reflects on how 
exciting it has been to watch the Smith 
Center evolve. She especially values 
the opportunity she had to work with 
Susan Smith. “One thing I appreciated 
about Mrs. Smith is that she never lost 
her passion and commitment,” she 
said. “She was always focused on the 
future.” ■

T hose who knew Dr. Larissa Lee 
describe her as compassionate, 
kind, innovative, and a mentor 

to all. A pioneer in the treatment 
of women with gynecologic cancers 
at Dana-Farber, Lee was equally 
respected as a researcher, clinician, 
teacher, and colleague. Tragically, Lee 
passed away in 2021 after a short, 
yet courageous, battle with advanced 
gastrointestinal cancer at 44 years old. 

To honor her legacy, colleagues, 
friends, and family came together 
to establish the Larissa Lee, MD, 
Endowed Lecture to support 
physicians, researchers, and others 
furthering care through radiation 
oncology, the field to which 
Larissa dedicated her life, and 
other disciplines. The lectureship, 
established at Dana-Farber and 
created in partnership with Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, will 
ultimately improve the science of 
how clinicians treat patients, the art 
of clinical care, and the mentorship 
and careers of women, just as Lee did 
during her tenure as director of the 
Gynecologic Radiation Oncology 
Service at Dana-Farber and Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital.

With funds raised through Dana-
Farber, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, and the Pan-Mass Challenge, 
funding for the endowed lecture has 
already surpassed $100,000.

“Larissa devoted her career to 
improving the lives of patients and 
advancing treatment techniques,” said 
Larissa’s husband, Jai Eswara, MD. 
“The endowed lecture in her name 
is an incredible way to pay tribute to 
the indescribable impact she made 
throughout her career. Now, other 
clinicians will have the opportunity to 
change the world the same way Larissa 
did.” ■

H oward Smith, PhD, is a lifelong 
fan of the Boston Red Sox. 
Because of the team’s historic 

Jimmy Fund partnership, he’s known 
about Dana-Farber most of his life. 
“I’ve been a donor for a long time,” 
Howard says. “I’ve tried to give a little 
each year and increased when I could.” 

In 2020, he decided to make an 
even bigger impact and honor his late 
wife, Solveig Pflueger, MD, PhD, by 
establishing the Pflueger-Smith Family 
Fund after previously designating 
Dana-Farber as a beneficiary of his 

IRA. The fund supports scholarships 
for the Palliative Care Education 
and Practice program which trains 
providers on how to give patients 
relief from pain and other symptoms 
of serious illness, and provide 
emotional support for the patient and 
their loved ones. 

Solveig was being treated at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
for cardiac issues. Because of her 
previous diagnosis of breast cancer, 
Dana-Farber staff were consulted 
on her care. Later, her local doctors 
discovered that the breast cancer had 
returned and spread to her lungs. “All 
of a sudden she had less than two 
weeks to live,” says Howard. “Late 
in the process we were connected 
to hospice. Because we connected 
so late, we missed out on important 
conversations about her palliative care 
and comfort. When I started looking 
at how I might honor my wife, I 
realized I wanted to give people the 
options I wish we’d had.” 

Howard knows that all gifts to 
Dana-Farber can help change people’s 
lives. “Any size gift is worthwhile,” 
says Howard. “I’m lucky that I can 
give this way. But even if you can 
only give a little bit, it still makes a 
difference.” ■

Establishment of Larissa Lee, 
MD, Endowed Lecture leaves  
a legacy

Supporting patient comfort, 
honoring his late wife

The late Larissa Lee, MD, served as 
a pioneer in the treatment of women 
with gynecologic cancers.

Howard Smith’s late wife Solveig 
Pflueger, who inspired the creation of 
the Pflueger-Smith Family Fund. 

Jane Jamieson has served as an 
Institute Trustee for over 20 years and 
is one of the founding co-chairs of 
the Susan F. Smith Center Executive 
Council.

“ I had the opportunity to 
see the team I met 10 
to 15 years ago mature 
and develop into 
fantastic clinicians and 
researchers—into a 
world-class team.” 

—  JANE JAMIESON, Institute 
Trustee
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Conquer Cancer®, the ASCO 
Foundation, has awarded grants 
totaling $600,000 to support clinical 
research by Dana-Farber physician-
scientists at pivotal moments in their 
careers.

Temidayo Fadelu, MD, MPH, 
received the 2021 Conquer Cancer – 
Breast Cancer Research Foundation® 
Career Development Award for 
Diversity, Inclusion and Breast 
Cancer Disparities in honor of Susan 
Hirschhorn and in memory of her 
mother.  The award provides three years 
of funding to clinical investigators early 
in their faculty appointments to help 

them establish an independent clinical 
cancer research program.

“I am extremely grateful to Conquer 
Cancer for supporting my work in the 
Center for Global Cancer Medicine 
aimed at reducing global breast cancer 
disparities,” said Fadelu.

The foundation also conferred 
Young Investigator Awards to eight 
Dana-Farber physicians in the final 
years of their training, to help them 
transition to faculty appointments. 

Founded in 1964, the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) 
is the world’s leading professional 
organization for physicians and 
oncology professionals. ASCO’s 
charitable foundation, now known as 
Conquer Cancer, aims to accelerate 

breakthroughs in lifesaving research 
and empower people everywhere to 
conquer cancer. Its Grants & Awards 
program funds outstanding clinical 
and translational cancer research and 
supports promising young investigators 
at early stages of their careers. Since 
1984, the Grants & Awards program 
has awarded more than $146 million 
to researchers from 78 countries 
conducting innovative cancer research 
that has led to new treatments and 
improved patient care.

“By funding research and programs 
while enabling oncology professionals 
to access and share vital information, 
we work in support of ASCO and its 
members to improve care for every 
cancer and every patient,” said Howard 

A. Burris III, MD, FACP, FASCO, 
chair of the Conquer Cancer Board of 
Directors. “As it is for ASCO and its 
members, our vision of a world where 
cancer is prevented or cured, and every 
survivor is healthy is the hope of every 
Conquer Cancer donor.” ■

D ana-Farber’s Mammography Van provides 
critical cancer education and screening services 
to people in Boston’s underserved communities 

including Roxbury, Dorchester, and Mattapan. By 
partnering with community-based organizations, 
the Mammography Van has built relationships with 
people in these communities, especially 
those who are low-income, elderly, 
immigrant, uninsured or underinsured, 
and non-English speaking. The program 
aims to break down barriers to care and 
provide vital early detection services 
for populations that statistically receive 
later diagnosis and experience worse 
outcomes.

Several of Dana-Farber’s corporate 
partners have stepped up to sponsor 
this program and bring the van to their 
companies to provide screenings for 
employees. Donations from corporate 
sponsors help the Mammography Van 

remain sustainable and advance breast health in the 
community at large. 

“The Mammography Van is a proven model 
for cancer prevention and care, building on 
partnerships, reaching into vulnerable communities 
with technology and expert care, and employing a 

robust patient navigation system to ensure equal 
access to the best possible health care,” said Magnolia 
Contreras, vice president of community health at 
Dana-Farber. “The Mammography Van’s success 
would not be possible without the generosity of a 
growing community of sponsors.” ■

Research by Temidayo Fadelu, MD, 
MPH, aims to address global breast 
cancer disparities with support from 
Conquer Cancer.

Dana-Farber’s Mammography Van provides early detection services to underserved 
communities thanks in part to generous sponsors.

Conquer Cancer funds innovative research by 
early career investigators

Sponsors help to fuel Dana-Farber’s Mammography Van

Imagine a Future without Cancer
Add your name, or that of a loved one, to The Imagine Display, made 
possible by the Lucchino Family. Make a contribution that supports 
Dana-Farber’s lifesaving mission and choose an element in the 
periodic table, a star in the sky, a Boston landmark, or much more.

To learn more about The Imagine 
Display and one-of-a-kind naming 
options, visit ImagineDisplay.org 

Corporate Sponsors  
of Dana-Farber’s 

Mammography Van 

Arbella Insurance 

Booty by Brabants

Charles River Laboratories

Cytiva

Global Partners

Novartis

New Balance
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F or over 10 years, Reverend Priscilla Lawrence 
and Patrick MeLampy have been invaluable 
supporters to Dana-Farber’s mission and success 

through support of various Jimmy Fund initiatives. 
In addition, Lawrence and her brother, Mark, also 
serve as trustees of the Oliver and Jennie Donaldson 
Trust, and were key in advocating for Dana-Farber 
to apply for grants from the trust. As a result, 
Dana-Farber was awarded funding for two projects, 
including a gift to the PROMISE study—a Dana-
Farber-led screening study of individuals at high-risk 
of precursor conditions of multiple 
myeloma. Priscilla’s mother passed 
from the disease and a close friend of 
the couple is undergoing treatment at 
Dana-Farber for it as well. 

More recently, Priscilla and Patrick 
furthered their support with a generous 
gift to The Dana-Farber Campaign, to 
establish the Lawrence-MeLampy Fund 
for Multiple Myeloma Research.

The fund will advance research led 
by Irene Ghobrial, MD, in the Center 
for Prevention of Progression of Blood 
Cancers (CPOP) within the Jerome 
Lipper Center for Multiple Myeloma. 
Ghobrial serves as director of CPOP, 
as well as director of translational 
research in the department of Multiple 
Myeloma and a Lavine Family Chair 
for Preventative Cancer Therapies at 

Dana-Farber.
With multiple myeloma, most patients have one 

or two precursor conditions, called monoclonal 
gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS) 
or smoldering multiple myeloma (SMM), prior to 
progression of the disease. CPOP hopes to gather 
more data to inform early detection and treatment 
strategies through national studies of large groups 
of healthy patients to gather a better understanding 
of the molecular markers that prevent disease 
progression. In addition to providing funding, 

Priscilla is also a participant in this study. 
“To be able to stop this disease before it leads to 

pain and more serious damage would be incredible,” 
said Priscilla.

“Priscilla and Patrick’s generous gift and 
commitment to my research is incredibly important.  
This funding will be crucial to support research that 
will strengthen our ability to better understand these 
markers and will help us provide a road-map of 
therapeutic options that will make multiple myeloma a 
preventable or possibly curable disease,” said Ghobrial. ■

Priscilla Lawrence and Patrick MeLampy give to advance  
multiple myeloma research

For decades, the Edward P. Evans 
Foundation has been a crucial partner 
to Dana-Farber in the search for a 
cure for myelodysplastic syndromes 
(MDS), a family of blood diseases in 
which the bone marrow produces an 
insufficient supply of healthy blood 
cells, which can lead to cancer and 
other conditions.

Furthering their support in this area, 
the foundation recently recognized 
Dana-Farber’s Geon Kim, MD, 
with the 2021 EvansMDS Young 
Investigator Award.

Kim’s award includes a $250,000 
grant to further his research into the 
role of clonal hematopoiesis—a state 
in which blood cells acquire DNA 
mutations—in conditions such as bone 
loss. Kim aims to find a way to define 
and inhibit the inflammatory signals 
that are involved in this process.

“Mutations or errors in the DNA 
in blood cells occur with increasing 
frequency with aging, and we 

previously discovered 
that individuals with 
clonal hematopoiesis 
have an elevated 
risk of bone loss,” 
said Kim. “This 
funding from the 

Edward P. Evans Foundation may help 
pave the way for the development of 
therapeutics to treat it.”

“We aspire to be the catalyst that 
helps investigators pursue and develop 
their projects and ignites the promise 
of future MDS therapy,” said Michael 
Lewis, president of the Edward P. 
Evans Foundation. “We are thrilled 
to support the work of Dr. Kim, and 
to continue our partnership with the 
Institute as a whole.” ■

Edward P. Evans Foundation 
supports early career 
investigator

Patrick MeLampy and Rev. Priscilla Lawrence (center), above with their daughters Jane 
MeLampy (left) and Elizabeth MeLampy, are supporting research aimed at stopping the 
progression of precursor conditions into full-blown multiple myeloma. 

Irene Ghobrial, MD, is leading 
research in the Center for Prevention 
of Progression of Blood Cancers with 
support from the Lawrence-MeLampy 
Fund for Multiple Myeloma Research.

“ We aspire to be the 
catalyst that ignites 
the promise of future 
MDS therapy.”

—  MICHAEL LEWIS, president, 
Edward P. Evans Foundation

join us: defycancer.org
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W hen they’re not studying the 
paintings at the Museum 
of Fine Arts or enjoying 

a concert of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, Alan and Lisa Dynner are 
counting their blessings and driving 
blood cancer research forward. The 
Dynners recently gave $625,000 to 
the Alan and Lisa Dynner Fund at 
Dana-Farber, which they established 
with a gift of $500,000 in 2017. Their 
philanthropy empowers critical research 
in cellular therapies led by Robert 
Soiffer, MD, chief of the Division of 
Hematologic Malignancies and vice-
chair of Medical Oncology.

Alan was diagnosed with acute 
myeloid leukemia and received a 
successful stem cell transplant in 2017 
under Soiffer’s care. “Dana-Farber is 
an amazing institution with brilliant 

physicians and an amazing staff.  
Everyone has a smile and a focused, 
positive attitude,” said Alan.  Lisa 
added, “Everyone involved in Alan’s 
care was pragmatic and helpful.  They 
had a plan for each setback we faced.” 

When the Dynners first established 
their fund, they hoped to support 
scientific research that would help 
others. They never expected that the 
research might be relevant to Alan.  
But in 2020, Dana-Farber researchers 
discovered that clonal hematopoiesis 
(CH)—a condition in which a healthy 
donor carries genetic mutations 
associated with blood cancers—can 
be beneficial to patients receiving 
stem cell transplants. Led by Dana-
Farber’s R. Coleman Lindsley, MD, 
PhD, and Christopher Gibson, MD, 
the researchers found that patients 

who received stem 
cell transplants 
from donors over 
age 40 with CH, 
like Alan’s donor, 
had a lower risk of 
relapse and longer 
survival compared to 
patients who received 
transplants from 
donors without CH.

The Dynners hope 
their recent gift to 
The Dana-Farber 
Campaign will help researchers to build 
on these types of discoveries and make 
real differences in the lives of patients. 
“The scientists conducting research in 
the field of hematologic malignancies 
give us periodic briefings. The more 
you understand about the research 

the more you want to support it,” said 
Alan. “Dana-Farber welcomes you like 
a member of the family.”

“Support from donors like Alan and 
Lisa makes breakthroughs in research 
possible,” said Soiffer. “These projects 
are driving progress to uncover the best 
treatments for patients.” ■

J im and Lois Champy have always felt invested 
in accelerating science, improving the welfare 
of people, and truly seeing the impact of 

their giving. Both attended Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and are active members of the MIT 
community, taking a special interest in helping 
students in need. When Jim became a patient at 
Dana-Farber, they quickly felt the importance of the 
research efforts that have always been at the heart of 
the Institute’s mission.   

“The immediacy of the impact that the research 
has is quite exceptional. There is no time wasted in 
putting new discoveries into use,” says Lois. “And in 
addition to the scientific opportunities that excited 
us, the way we personally experienced Dana-Farber 
and the incredible care and attention that is given to 
patients—like Jim—impressed us.”

The Champys developed a relationship with one 
physician-scientist in particular, R. Coleman Lindsley, 
MD, PhD, and they recently made a $500,000 
commitment to his work studying the human genome 

and disease progression. His lab is focused on better 
understanding how a patient’s biological makeup 
dictates the specific treatment they need and how 
successfully they will respond to different therapies.

Lindsley says, “Lois and Jim’s gift enables us to 
push our research in blood cancers forward in new 
directions. I am deeply grateful for their generosity 
and am humbled by the confidence they place in our 
team’s work.”

Inspired by The Dana-Farber Campaign, the 
Champys have also become proud members of the 
Dana-Farber Society, a group of visionary donors who 
secure future funding for cancer research and patient 
care with gifts through their estate plans, to ensure 
that this important work is supported for many years 
to come. 

“Personalized medicine is truly coming of age,” 
says Jim. “Our hope is that this science will create the 
advances needed so that every patient can be treated 
in the individual way they need, in order to have their 
lives extended in a significant way.” ■

Alan and Lisa Dynner hope their philanthropy will further 
crucial research in cellular therapies at Dana-Farber.

“If you care about science, then you have to care about 
what is going on at Dana-Farber,” said Lois Champy, 
above with her husband, Jim. 

Dynner gift drives blood cancer research

Accelerating basic science research to transform treatment
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10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor 
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Dana-Farber Cancer Institute provides expert, compassionate 
care to children and adults and is home to groundbreaking 
cancer discoveries. Since its founding in 1948, the Jimmy Fund 
has raised millions of dollars through thousands of community 
efforts to advance Dana-Farber’s lifesaving mission.

At Dana-Farber we are committed to an inclusive community 
where human differences are valued and celebrated, and where 
all are welcome. We work every day to create an innovative, 
caring, and inclusive environment where each patient, family, 
and staff member feels valued and respected. Only through this 
focus on inclusion of thought and human experience can we 
foster discovery and care for those we serve.

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund share patient stories which 
may include descriptions of actual medical results. Dana-Farber 
provides personalized care for each patient based on their 
unique needs; their experiences and results will vary.
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FEBRUARY

Jimmy Fund Bingo Night 

Jimmy Fund Bingo Night 
returns in winter 2022 for 
more virtual family fun! Visit 
JimmyFundBingo.org to 
learn about upcoming events 
or register. Questions? Contact 
the Jimmy Fund Bingo Team at JimmyFundBingo@dfci.harvard.edu. 

MARCH 1 

Palm Beach Breakfast  
with the Doctors 

Discuss the latest breakthroughs in revolutionary science and extraordinary 
care with Dana-Farber’s exceptional physician-scientists at this compelling 
annual event, hosted by the Schlager/Weinsten Family. Contact Debra Van 
De Warker 561-833-2080 or Debra_Van_De_Warker@dfci.harvard.edu.

MARCH 2

Palm Beach Campaign Leadership 
Recognition Dinner

This elegant gathering at The Breakers celebrates the support of our 
generous Palm Beach community for The Dana-Farber Campaign.  
Contact Karen Martins 561-833-2080 or Karen_Martins@dfci.harvard.edu.

MARCH 31

Rally Against CancerSM

Presented by Chowdaheadz

Celebrate the start of baseball season 
on Fenway Opening Day while 
supporting the fight against cancer. Start 
a fundraising team with your workplace, 
school, family, or community group or 
give as an individual, and you could win 
prizes such as Red Sox player visits and 
more. Visit RallyAgainstCancer.org or 
contact Teresa Kane at RallyAgainstCancer@dfci.harvard.edu.

APRIL 9 

PMC Winter Cycle

Registration is open for the PMC Winter 
Cycle outside at Fenway Park, a vital 
“spoke in the wheel” of PMC fundraising. 
Join this spin event that sends 100% of all 
rider-raised dollars directly to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute and contributed $2.28 million to the PMC’s  
record-breaking $64 million total in 2021. Visit WinterCycle.org.

APRIL 16

B.A.A. 5K® 

Defy cancer by joining the Dana-
Farber team to run the B.A.A. 5K 
virtually or in-person or supporting 
a runner. To apply or learn more contact Kelly Yardley at  
Kelly_Yardley@dfci.harvard.edu or visit RunDanaFarber.org.

YEAR ROUND 

Jimmy Fund Let’s Game® 

Attention content creators and gamers! 
No matter your location, no matter your 
game, you can make a difference in the 
lives of cancer patients. Host your own 
livestream on your favorite platform 
using Jimmy Fund fundraising and 
donation tools. Visit JimmyFundLetsGame.org or contact  
Kenneth Chamberlain at JimmyFundLetsGame@dfci.harvard.edu.

YEAR ROUND 

Boston Red Sox/Jimmy Fund  
License Plates

Show pride for your hometown team 
every time you hit the road with a 
Boston Red Sox/Jimmy Fund license 
plate and help raise critical funds for 
patient care and research at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Join this winning 
team by purchasing your own special plate today at JimmyFund.org/plate 
or contact Amber Forrence at Amber_Forrence@dfci.harvard.edu.

APRIL 18  

Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge 

Support the Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge team in running the 2022 
Boston Marathon® to raise funds for the Claudia Adams Barr Program 
in Innovative Basic Cancer Research. To support a DFMC runner or 
to volunteer, contact Kelly Wicks at DFMC@dfci.harvard.edu or visit 
RunDFMC.org.

 Dana-Farber Cancer Institute &  
The Jimmy Fund 
Division of Philanthropy 
10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor
Brookline, MA 02445-7226

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Keegan Coderre and his daughter, Adelaide, age 8, admire The Imagine Display, which 
was installed in November outside Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic where Adelaide is 
a patient. The Imagine Display, made possible by the Lucchino Family, is a whimsical 
representation of Dana-Farber’s unique bench-to-bedside research model and celebrates 
the diverse Dana-Farber community. Created by artist Iris Xie, the display offers 
opportunities to support The Dana-Farber Campaign by naming an element in the periodic 
table, an infusion chair, a Boston landmark, or much more. Visit ImagineDisplay.org.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For more information on all Jimmy Fund and Dana-Farber events and programs, go to JimmyFund.org or Dana-Farber.org
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