
Name: Julia Pettengill

Role on PFAC: Co-chair, Pediatric Council

What do you do for work?

In my role as executive director of  the African Food and Peace Foundation, 
I am motivated by my passion to see transformation and sustainable change 
in the lives of  individuals in the rural Ugandan communities we serve.  I have 
a very personal connection to the mission, beginning with my upbringing in 
southern Africa with German parents working for rural development agencies, 
and later in my own professional experience addressing the challenges and 
opportunities of  development initiatives in third world countries. 

I earned a bachelor’s degree and an honors degree in educational leadership from the University of  Cape 
Town. My postgraduate studies both in South Africa and the United States have focused on literacy and 
language studies.

What brought you to the Patient and Family Advisory Council? 

Our daughter, Sophie, was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia in April 2010. She was 2.5 years 
old at the time and underwent 25 months of  treatment. It was Dana-Farber’s unwavering commitment to the 
inclusiveness of  the patient’s perspective across the Institute that motivated me to become part of  the PFAC 
when I was invited to join in 2013. It is a privilege and responsibility to represent the patient voice in my new 
role as co-chair. My husband also joined the council and both Sophie and my older daughter, Ava, are active 
members of  the Dana-Farber community. 

Why is the work the council does so important to you and what skills do you bring?

It is a privilege to serve the Institute and advance patient-centered care. I enjoy working closely with the 
dedicated staff and council. My strengths lie in launching new projects and engaging the council. I hope to 
continue to bring creative and thoughtful ideas about how to develop and realize the full potential of  the 
council, including increasing diversity and making sure that it represents a culture of  inclusiveness. 

What are your hobbies and interests?

Travel, food, wine, and friendships.


