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T he Richard K. Lubin Family 
Foundation has made a generous 
grant to establish the Lubin 

Family Foundation Scholar Award at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

The grant will create new awards 
open to early career physician-scientists 
in the greater Boston area as they 
launch their research careers. The 
Lubin Scholars will receive a four-year 
financial award of $150,000 per year 
and work under the tutelage of a  
Lubin Scholar Mentor to help guide 
them during this pivotal time in their 
career. Four Lubin Scholars will be 
selected annually.   

William G. Kaelin Jr., MD, a 2019 
Nobel Prize recipient and the Sidney 
Farber, MD, Professor of Medicine, 
will serve as the Scientific Director of 
the Lubin Family Foundation Scholar 
Award program. Candidates will be 
invited to apply from Dana-Farber/
Harvard Cancer Center institutions, 
which include Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, Boston Children’s 
Hospital, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Harvard Medical School, 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health, and Massachusetts General 
Hospital; and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT).

Many studies have shown that 
physician-scientists leave academic 
research early in their careers for a 
number of reasons, including financial 
limitations and more opportunities in 
the private sector. Surmounting these 
formidable barriers to retention in 
academic research is critical to the future 
of Dana-Farber’s research enterprise and 

to the broader community of academic 
medical centers. The Lubin Family 
Foundation Scholar Award will create 
new avenues for early career physician-
scientists to reach professional and 
financial stability within the field of 
academic research. 

The Richard K. Lubin Family 
Foundation, whose Board consists of 
Richard and Nancy Lubin, Kate Lubin 
and Glen Sutton, and Emily and Greg 
Woods, have been longtime supporters 
of Dana-Farber. 

“We are deeply grateful to the Lubin 
Family for their continued partnership 
with Dana-Farber, especially for their 
generous support of our world-class 
faculty,” said Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, 
president and CEO of Dana-Farber and 
the Richard and Susan Smith Professor 

of Medicine. “The innovative Lubin 
Family Foundation Scholar Award 
sets an inspiring example for how we 
encourage physician-scientists and 
early career investigators to continue 
their promising research—by providing 
them with crucial mentoring and 
financial resources at a pivotal stage in 
their careers. This prestigious award 
will not only help scientists in the field 
today, but also create a pipeline and 
support system for future talent who 
will someday drive the next major 
breakthroughs and change the landscape 
of cancer care as we know it.” 

Lubin Scholars will be among the 
most promising early career investigators 
who are pursuing cancer-relevant basic 

Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation establishes  
Scholar Award to invest in the next generation  
of physician-scientists

Members of the board of the Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation (from left) Emily 
and Greg Woods, pictured with their daughter Millie; Nancy and Richard Lubin; and 
Kate Lubin and Glen Sutton established the Lubin Family Foundation Scholar Award 
to help Dana-Farber attract, mentor, and retain the best and brightest early career 
physician-scientists.
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Nobel Laureate William G. Kaelin Jr., 
MD, will serve as Scientific Director  
of the Lubin Scholar Award program, 
overseeing the selection of the  
Lubin Scholars.

“ I have tremendous admiration for Dana-Farber and 
respect for its commitment to training the future 
leaders who will shape the field of oncology.”

  —  RICHARD LUBIN, Dana-Farber Trustee

Dana-Farber Cancer  
Institute was named the  
#3 cancer center in the  
world by Newsweek in its 
World’s Best Specialized 
Hospitals ranking.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has been the top- 
ranked cancer hospital in New England by U.S.
News & World Report for 22 consecutive years,
and is the only cancer center in the country
ranked in the top 4 for both adult and pediatric
cancer programs.
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Dear Friends, 

Seventy-five years ago, Dr. Sidney Farber was driven 
to find cures for cancer for all children, everywhere, 
so that no child should suffer. And as the mission  
of the Institute that he founded expanded to  
include care for adults as well as children, that  
core motivation to help all cancer patients 
never wavered, buoyed from the earliest days by 
philanthropic support.

Today, although we have made great progress in cancer research and care, 
the benefits of that progress are not experienced equally by all patients, and 
disparities in access to care and in outcomes for patients stubbornly persist. 
That is why Dana-Farber Cancer Institute is redoubling efforts to significantly 
improve inclusion, diversity, and equity—in our research, in the delivery of 
our care, and in our leadership and workforce—and why funding these efforts 
is a key strategic priority of The Dana-Farber Campaign.

Our continued progress at Dana-Farber is made possible by our broad 
community of support, from major benefactors to grassroots participants. 
Every gift, no matter the size, is a gift to The Dana-Farber Campaign, and 
behind every gift is a person, a family, a friend who shares our mission to defy 
cancer. Together, each of you is making a world of difference in our ability to 
help people everywhere, from all walks of life. 

We are so grateful for the progress that you have already made possible.  
The work is far from over, but I know that our goals are achievable with you 
on our team.

Sincerely, 

Melany N. Duval 
Senior Vice President and Chief Philanthropy Officer

THE DANA-FARBER CAMPAIGN: UPDATE 

D ana-Farber is pursuing an ambitious, multi-year fundraising effort to change 
the future of cancer research and care: The Dana-Farber Campaign. This  
$2 billion campaign is the largest in the Institute’s history and one of the 

largest ever in the U.S. focused solely on cancer. Our community of support 
is crucial to this effort. Philanthropy through The Dana-Farber Campaign is 
accelerating the Institute’s strategic priorities by supporting revolutionary science, 
extraordinary care, exceptional expertise, and essential opportunities—helping us 
prevent, treat, and Defy Cancer.  

Inclusion, Equity, and Diversity in  
Cancer Medicine is a critical priority of  
The Dana-Farber Campaign. As 
highlighted in this issue, campaign 
gifts from generous donors have 
enabled us to expand our 
community outreach efforts and 
advance career development for 
nursing students and fellows 
from underrepresented and 
historically marginalized 
groups. Additional support 
from our community is critical 
to achieving our aspirations to 
expand access to cancer care, 
ensure more equitable outcomes, 
and build a more diverse workforce. 
Together, we can create a future where 
cancer prevention, care, and outcomes  
are grounded in equity and justice. ■ 

To learn more, visit DefyCancer.org 

N urses are a critical part of oncology care, 
helping patients navigate treatment, manage 
symptoms and side effects of treatment, and 

facilitate communication among the entire care team. 
Nurses form close and lasting bonds with patients 
and families by providing comfort, information, 
support, and always advocating for their needs. In 
order to better reflect the full, diverse community 
of patients served, Dana-Farber is committed to 
recruiting and training the best nurses from all 
backgrounds—enhancing the Institute’s ability to 
provide exceptional, culturally competent patient 
care. To help achieve this goal, Institute Trustee Phill 
Gross and his wife, Elizabeth Cochary Gross, PhD, 
have made a gift of $3.5 million to two nursing 
programs at Dana-Farber focused on diversifying 
and strengthening our nursing talent pipeline. Their 
generous gift supports The Dana-Farber Campaign’s 
priority to provide extraordinary care and enhances 
the Institute’s commitment to increasing the diversity 
of its workforce.

As a member of The Dana-Farber Campaign 
Cabinet, Phill attended a cabinet meeting that 
included a presentation by Anne Gross, PhD, RN, 
NEA-BC, FAAN, senior vice president for Patient 
Care Services and chief nursing officer (no relation), 
in which she described several ways that the Institute 
is actively working to mitigate the shortage of 
registered nurses and increase the diversity of the 
oncology nursing staff. 

“We wanted to give where our investment could 
have a clear and immediate impact on the scale and, 

particularly, the diversity of the nursing pipeline,” 
said Phill and Liz. “Nurses are the linchpin of cancer 
care, and Dana-Farber’s plans to grow and diversify 
the nursing staff will help patients today and for years 
to come. These programs specifically focus on nursing 
students from diverse backgrounds, which is a key 
objective for the Institute.”

Of the Grosses’ gift, $2.5 million supports the 
Newly Licensed Nurse Residency Program, a one-
year program that trains newly licensed nurses from 
diverse backgrounds to become clinical experts 
through participation in direct care experiences, 
classroom learning, professional development, and 
mentorship activities to develop the knowledge and 
competencies to care for oncology patients. The 
Grosses’ contribution will increase the number of 
participants by five per year for each of the next five 
years and strengthen the pipeline for the future.

The remaining $1 million will expand the Bridge 
to Nursing Program, a professional pathway to 
nursing careers for clinical assistants looking to 
advance themselves professionally by pursuing 
a degree in nursing during their employment at 
Dana-Farber. The program offers mentoring, career 
development, tutoring, and, as needed, financial 
assistance. The Grosses’ gift will be specifically 
directed to clinical assistants from underrepresented 
groups.

“Oncology nursing is a highly specialized 
profession,” said Anne Gross. “Growing our 
pipeline of skilled nurses from all backgrounds 
is key to maintaining and improving the level of 

compassionate, personalized, and expert care for all 
who seek it. I am so grateful to Phill and Liz for their 
generous investment in our nurses.”

“Over the years, Phill and Liz’s support for Dana-
Farber has touched so many aspects of our work—
from their investments in basic and translational 
research, to funding for fellowships, to our emergency 
response to the pandemic, and now to our acclaimed 
nursing program,” said Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, 
Dana-Farber president and CEO and the Richard 
and Susan Smith Professor of Medicine. “We are truly 
fortunate for their partnership.” ■

Gross Family gift enhances specialized training and diversity  
of nursing staff

Cindy Quijada, BSN, RN, was a member of Dana-
Farber’s first infusion room cohort as part of the 
Newly Licensed Nurse Residency Program.
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The Red Sox Foundation celebrates 20 years of community impact

Since 1953, the Boston Red Sox and 
the Jimmy Fund have nurtured the 
longest and most storied charitable 
partnership in sports, rallying vital 
support for cancer research and patient 
care at Dana-Farber. And since 2002, 
the Red Sox Foundation (RSF) has 
played an important role in that 
partnership, helping the Red Sox raise 
over $156 million for the Jimmy Fund. 
On June 17, the Red Sox Foundation 
celebrated 20 years of its impact in 
the community at a special on-field 
ceremony, with a grateful Jimmy Fund 
by its side.

Founded and initially funded by 
Red Sox Principal Owner John Henry, 
Chairman Tom Werner, President/
CEO Emeritus Larry Lucchino, 
and their partners, the RSF focuses 
on making a difference in the lives 
of children, families, veterans, and 
communities in need by improving 
their health, education, and 
recreational opportunities. 

“When we purchased the team in 
2002, we committed to running a club 
that would actively engage with its 
community,” said Red Sox Foundation 
Chairman Tom Werner. “The creation 
of the Red Sox Foundation is one of 
the most important and direct ways 
we have sought to carry out that early 
promise and over the past 20 years,  
it has helped transform the difficult 
and challenging into the life-altering 
and lifesaving.” 

RSF support for 
Dana-Farber and the 
Jimmy Fund is indeed 
lifesaving, and is 
reflected in a variety 
of initiatives. The 
foundation partners 
with the Jimmy Fund to 
raise funds through the 
Red Sox/Jimmy Fund 
specialty license plate 
and supports the iconic 
annual WEEI/NESN 

Jimmy Fund Radio-Telethon presented 
by Arbella Insurance. In addition, RSF 
is the co-presenting sponsor of the  
Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC), which 
raises more money for charity than any 
other single athletic fundraising event  
in the country and contributes 100% 
of every rider-raised dollar to the 
Jimmy Fund.

“We are so grateful for the Red Sox 
Foundation’s steadfast and heartfelt 
support,” said Dana-Farber President 
and CEO Laurie H. Glimcher, MD. 
“The funds they help to raise touch 

virtually every aspect of our research 
and care and make a powerful 
difference in the lives of our patients 
and their families.” ■

Gift to endow the Svanberg Family Chair at Dana-Farber aims  
to highlight the importance of early detection

I nstitute Trustee Louise Svanberg has long been 
interested in oncology, and closely follows 
the latest advances and innovations in cancer 

research. A few years ago, this interest took on a 
new significance when her husband was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer—which, had they known 
about it sooner, would have been easier to treat. 
Then, Svanberg herself was diagnosed with cancer. 
Now having the dual perspectives of patient and 
caregiver, she was inspired to take a more active role 
in supporting cancer research—especially research to 
advance early detection, a key strategic priority of  
The Dana-Farber Campaign.

To that end, Svanberg made a $3 million gift to 
permanently endow the Svanberg Family Chair at 
Dana-Farber. She was especially interested in increasing 
awareness for women’s cancers that are not as well-
funded or common as other cancers. She met with 
Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, president and CEO of the 
Institute and the Richard and Susan Smith Professor  
of Medicine, and other leaders, to discuss candidates 
for the chair. “If we can figure out the way to really  
get early detection working on a broader scale, 
that could potentially save more people than any 
treatment,” said Svanberg.

Dipanjan Chowdhury, PhD, who is chief of the 
Division of Radiation and Genome Stability, as well 
as co-founder and co-director of the Center for BRCA 
and Related Genes, was named as the chair’s inaugural 
incumbent. He and his lab have developed a platform 
to examine microRNAs in blood for early signs of 

cancer—specifically for ovarian cancer, for which 
there is currently no FDA-approved early detection 
test. They discovered a distinct microRNA pattern 
associated with a higher risk of the disease, and now 
they are testing whether this molecular pattern from  
a blood test can help predict whether a woman with 
high genetic risk will go on to develop the disease. 

“I am extremely honored to serve as the first 
incumbent of the Svanberg Family Chair,” said 
Chowdhury. “Early detection is one of our most 
effective strategies against cancer, and with Louise’s 
support, we are working toward a future where we are 
able to treat more cancers at their earliest and most 

treatable stages and provide renewed hope for  
patients everywhere.”

As a cancer patient, Svanberg also understands that 
treatment is only half the story—the emotional aspects 
of the cancer journey are equally important. “Cancer 
lives everywhere in our society, and we need to have  
a better understanding of who it is,” said Svanberg. 
“We will all be faced with the questions around cancer 
at some point in our lives. The more we understand 
and get to know the early signals we can read in 
ourselves or in others, the better off we will all be.  
It’s important to get involved in this effort—the giver  
is the biggest receiver.” ■

Institute Trustee Louise Svanberg (left) established the Svanberg Family Chair at Dana-Farber to advance progress in 
early detection of cancer. Dipanjan Chowdhury, PhD (right), is the chair’s inaugural incumbent.

Boston Red Sox President and CEO and Institute Trustee Sam Kennedy (left) with Boston 
Red Sox and Red Sox Foundation chairman Tom Werner, on-air at the 2021 WEEI/NESN 
Jimmy Fund Radio-Telethon presented by Arbella Insurance.

Bekah Salwasser, Boston Red Sox EVP of Social Impact 
and Red Sox Foundation Executive Director (far right), and 
foundation teammates at the 2022 PMC Winter Cycle.

The Red Sox Foundation partners with  
the Jimmy Fund to raise funds through 
sales of a specialty license plate.



4 Impact |  FALL 2022

Eddys spur progress in  
melanoma research 

I n 2008, Christine Eddy was 
diagnosed with stage IIIB 
melanoma. A resident of 

Dracut, Mass., Christine knew 
the stellar reputation of Boston 
hospitals and sought a second 
opinion at Dana-Farber, where 
she was treated by F. Stephen 
Hodi Jr., MD, director of the 
Melanoma Center and of the 
Center for Immuno-Oncology.

At the time of Christine’s 
diagnosis, the treatments 
available for her type of 
melanoma were quite toxic. In 
the 14 years since, treatments 
have improved, but Christine 
and her husband, Bob, are 
passionate about ensuring even further 
progress is made for patients. To 
that end, the Eddys recently made a 
generous $300,000 commitment to 
support Hodi’s work.

“I had an advanced stage of 
melanoma, and was given a treatment 
that is no longer even offered because 
the technology has come so far in the 
past 15 years,” said Christine. “To 
know that we can have something to 
do with it going further is huge.”

The couple also hopes to bring 

further awareness to the gravity of 
melanoma and the preventative 
measures that people can take.

“Philanthropic support accelerates 
our research into better and more 
durable treatments for melanoma, 
which is a very serious form of skin 
cancer,” said Hodi, who is also the 
Sharon Crowley Martin Chair in 
Melanoma at Dana-Farber. “My team 
is incredibly grateful for people like 
Christine and Bob, whose advocacy 
makes a difference for patients now,  
and in the future.” ■

Bob and Christine Eddy are supporting 
research into durable treatments for 
melanoma. 

Bernstein honored as the first  
Lubin Family Chair

In May, Bradley Bernstein, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Cancer Biology, 

was installed as the inaugural incumbent of the Richard and Nancy Lubin Family 

Chair at Dana-Farber. The chair was established with a gift from Institute Trustee 

Richard Lubin, his wife, Nancy, and their family, to transform the science of 

cancer by helping the Institute attract and retain the highest caliber faculty.

Bernstein is best known for his discoveries in epigenetics, the study of how cells 

control gene activity without changing their genetic code. In the Department of 

Cancer Biology, he leads a team dedicated to resolving basic questions of how 

cells function, the answers to which are foundational to developing the next 

generation of precision cancer medicine.

Above at the celebration (from left): Dana-Farber President and CEO Laurie H. 

Glimcher, MD; Nancy Lubin; Richard Lubin; and Lubin Family Chair Bradley 

Bernstein, MD, PhD.

Lior Golomb, PhD, is one of two Dana-
Farber research fellows awarded a 
LCRF-AstraZeneca Resistance Grant. 

T he Lung Cancer Research 
Foundation (LCRF) has 
awarded $360,000 in grants 

to two Dana-Farber researchers 
investigating why EGFR-mutant 
lung cancer becomes resistant to 
treatment.

LCRF is the leading nonprofit 
focused on funding innovative, high-
reward research with the potential to 
extend survival and improve quality 
of life for people with lung cancer. 

Research fellows Antja-Voy 
Hartley, PhD, and Lior Golomb, 
PhD, have received LCRF-
AstraZeneca Resistance Grants 
for their work to understand the 
molecular mechanisms that cause 
cancer cells to become resistant to the 
drug osimertinib—a small-molecule 
inhibitor that recently became the 
standard of care for patients with 
EGFR-mutant lung cancer. Although 
the drug has dramatically improved 
outcomes for some patients, tumors 
eventually grow resistant to it.

Hartley’s research focuses on 
the development of drug-tolerant 
persister cells (DTPs) after 
treatment with EGFR inhibitors. 
Understanding what pathways allow 

these cells to flourish could lead to 
new strategies to defeat them.

Golomb has discovered factors 
that drive osimertinib resistance, 
along with genes that—if targeted—
could make EGFR-mutant tumors 
more sensitive to osimertinib and 
other EGFR inhibitors. 

“LCRF is committed to funding 
science that directly addresses 
resistance to treatment,” said Reina 
Honts, who chairs the foundation’s 
board of directors. “We are thrilled 
to support the work of these amazing 
scientists whose discoveries will lead 
to better outcomes for patients with 
lung cancer.” ■

Lung Cancer Research  
Foundation grants target  
treatment resistance
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Many of today’s most important 

advances in cancer can trace 

their origins to basic science—

research that uncovers biology’s 

fundamental principles. For 

example, the PD-1 inhibitors 

now widely marketed for 

several cancers had their start 

in a basic science lab at Dana-

Farber two decades ago. Give to 

The Dana-Farber Campaign and 

help us translate our curiosity-

driven discoveries into the next 

breakthroughs for patients.

Discovery Science



FALL 2022  | Impact  5  10% of all designated gifts supports our Faculty Research Fund to advance Dana-Farber’s research mission

Based in Kentucky, Hope Scarves 
is an international nonprofit 
dedicated to supporting people 

with cancer through scarves, stories, 
and research. Founder and former 
Executive Director Lara MacGregor 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2007. She was in remission for seven 
years but experienced a recurrence and, 
sadly, passed away in January 2022.

Lara’s deep commitment and 
passion for helping women battling 
cancer was especially apparent in the 
organization’s support of Dana-Farber’s 
Nikhil Wagle, MD. Since 2017, 
Hope Scarves has made gifts totaling 
$325,000 to advance Wagle’s metastatic 
breast cancer (MBC) research. 

The Wagle lab’s current project that 
is funded by Hope Scarves focuses 
on understanding the mechanisms of 
estrogen receptor (ER) loss in ER-
positive MBC. By collecting biopsies 
from MBC patients treated at Dana-
Farber, Wagle and his collaborator 
Daniel Abravanel, MD, PhD, are 
uncovering alternative approaches to 
treating patients with resistant disease. 

“Understanding the causes of ER 
loss could suggest novel therapeutic 
strategies for this challenging subset 
of metastatic breast cancers, including 
approaches that could potentially 

reverse or prevent ER loss,” said Wagle. 
“Without the committed support  
from Hope Scarves, and in particular 
Lara’s devotion, our work wouldn’t  
be possible.” 

In addition to their generous 
support of MBC research and clinical 
trials, Hope Scarves continues to collect 
scarves from around the world and 
curate stories from cancer survivors. 
They pair them together to bring hope 
and warmth to those in treatment. 
Through the organization’s mission, 
Lara’s beautiful vision will live on. ■

Hope Scarves threads hope for 
patients through their gifts

S everal of the women in 
Anne Goelet’s family, and 
some of the men, have 

BRCA gene mutations, so when 
she was originally diagnosed with 
bladder cancer near her home 
in Ibiza, Spain, and told it was 
unrelated to BRCA, she knew 
something was wrong. Anne and 
her family came to Dana-Farber 
shortly thereafter for a second 
opinion, where she was diagnosed 
with stage IV BRCA-related 
gynecological cancer. 

Anne’s treatment was long and  
full of many ups and downs. “My 
cancer was extremely serious, and  
I was extremely sick,” she said. “It  
was so serious in fact, I nearly died 
twice, but Dr. K. was able to coach  
me though those difficult situations.  
He is a wonderful practitioner and  
a wonderful person. I can’t thank  
him enough.”

After more than two years of 
experimental therapies, chemotherapy, 
and radiation, Anne is now in 
remission. Her successful treatment 
and dedicated care team inspired 
her and her mom, Hallie Goelet, 
to make a gift of $250,000 through 
the Goelet Family Foundation, to 
support the work of “Dr. K.,” Panos 

Konstantinopoulos, MD, PhD,  
co-director of the Center for BRCA  
and Related Genes and director  
of translational research in the 
Division of Gynecologic Oncology  
at Dana-Farber. 

“I am so very grateful to Anne 
and Hallie,” Konstantinopoulos said. 
“Their gift drives our research forward 
to better understand and overcome 
treatment resistance, increase access  
to clinical trials, and provide the 
expertise and compassionate care 
patients deserve.” ■

Goelet family gift moves novel 
BRCA research forward

Gift to breast cancer research  
is tribute to beloved daughter

N eal and 
Grasiela 
Sandberg 

joined the Dana-
Farber community 
in 2002, when their 
daughter Louise was 
diagnosed with HER2-
positive breast cancer 
at age 21. Louise 
continued to live life 
to the fullest while in 
treatment, attending 
Harvard Law School 
and, during breaks, 
living adventurously 
in Miami, London, 
Brazil, and Australia. 
Louise took great bites 
from life: she dove the 
Great Barrier Reef, herded sheep, and 
bungee jumped before her passing 
in 2008. She left behind best friends 
everywhere. It was Louise’s wish that 
her family promote research efforts 
to benefit other young women facing 
breast cancer.

Neal and Grasiela and friends have 
honored that wish with a $115,000 
gift to Dana-Farber. They established 
a fund bearing Louise’s name to 

support Nancy Lin, 
MD, director of the 
Metastatic Breast 
Cancer Program, in 
collaboration with 
Ann Partridge, MD, 
MPH, director of the 
Program for Young 
Adults with Breast 
Cancer and the Eric 
P. Winer, MD, Chair 
in Breast Cancer 
Research at Dana-
Farber, who are 
conducting research 
to provide more 
effective treatments 
to young adults  
with metastatic 
breast cancer. 

“Dana-Farber has the skills and 
compassionate temperament to create 
better outcomes for other ‘Louises’ out 
there who are just as beautiful, smart, 
and loved,” said Grasiela.

“I hope this research allows another 
21-year-old to be told ‘you have breast 
cancer, but you have every reason to 
believe you can live a full, long life 
thanks to your team at Dana-Farber,’” 
added Neal. ■

Neal and Grasiela Sandberg 
made a generous gift to 
breast cancer research in 
tribute to their daughter 
Louise (above).

Tina’s Wish supports early  
detection for ovarian cancer

Tina’s Wish is a foundation solely 
dedicated to the prevention and early 
detection of ovarian cancer, and as 
philanthropic leaders in this space, 
they recently awarded two grants 
totaling $300,000 to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute faculty members, 
Dipanjan Chowdhury, PhD, co-
director of the Center for BRCA 
and Related Genes and the Svanberg 
Family Chair at Dana-Farber, and 
Jarrod Marto, PhD, director of the 
Blais Proteomics Center and co-
director of the Center for Emergent 
Drug Targets. 

Thanks in part to prior funding 
from Tina’s Wish, Chowdhury and his 
team developed a blood-based screening 
test for ovarian cancer using small 
pieces of genetic material. Now, under 
Chowdhury’s guidance, the test is being 
validated for those with mutations in 
the genes BRCA1 and BRCA2. 

Also stemming from previous 
Tina’s Wish grants, Marto and his 
lab successfully identified promising 
protein biomarker candidates for  
early stage ovarian cancers. With this 
latest grant, Marto will validate these 
initial findings through analysis of 
primary tumor tissues and tumor-
proximal fluids. 

“We are excited to invest in 
Dipanjan and Jarrod’s novel research, 
which can greatly accelerate the pace 
of discovery and allow women to live 
long, productive lives,” said Amy Kyle, 
Esq., board chair of Tina’s Wish and a 
Dana-Farber Trustee.  

Tina’s Wish was founded in 2008 
in memory of the Honorable Tina 
Brozman, former chief judge of the 
SDNY Bankruptcy Court, who died 
two years after she was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer. ■

A generous gift from Anne and Hallie 
Goelet supports the research of Panos 
Konstantinopoulos, MD, PhD.

Hope Scarves Founder and former 
Executive Director Lara MacGregor.



6 Impact |  FALL 2022

I f we don’t talk about it, who 
will?” That’s the question posed 
by organizers of the Girlygirl 

P.A.R.T.S. 5K Run/Walk for Ovarian 
Cancer. Girlygirl P.A.R.T.S.—which 
stands for “Pre-screening Awareness 
Required To Silence” ovarian cancer—
was founded in 2008 by two friends 
over a cup of coffee. Jill Di-Tommaso 
had recently been diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer, which often spreads 
silently, remaining undetected in its 
early stages. The cancer had progressed 
to stage IIIC before Jill received her 
diagnosis. Together, Jill and her friend 
Laura Smith were determined to 
raise awareness and funding for the 
devastating disease. 

Sadly, Jill passed away in 2015, but Girlygirl 
P.A.R.T.S. continues to hold its 5K run/walk in 
memory of their friend each year, raising vital funds 

to support the work of Ursula Matulonis, MD, chief 
of the Division of Gynecologic Oncology in the 
Susan F. Smith Center for Women’s Cancers and the 
Brock-Wilson Family Chair at Dana-Farber. 

“Our goal is to provide expert 
clinical care and improve outcomes 
for gynecological cancer patients,” said 
Matulonis. “The funds raised by Girlygirl 
P.A.R.T.S. are paving the way for our 
physician and research teams to develop 
and test new therapies and innovative 
treatment approaches.”

In 2021, the Girlygirl P.A.R.T.S. 5K 
Run/Walk hit a fundraising milestone, 
reaching more than $1 million raised since 
the event’s inception. Co-founder Laura 
Smith hopes their efforts will help fuel the 
development of a pre-screening tool to stop 
ovarian cancer in its tracks. 

“Our mission remains the same,” said 
Laura. “Pre-screening will greatly increase 

the number of cases detected in early stages, allowing 
more women to survive. We are thankful to everyone 
who helps honor Jill’s legacy.” ■

Since 1981, Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund has been committed 
to improving therapeutic options for 
children with hard-to-treat cancers. 
The nonprofit awarded grants totaling 
$950,000 to five scientists at Dana-
Farber: Pietro Genovese, PhD; Katie 
Greenzang, MD, EdM; Volker 
Hovestadt, PhD; Allison O’Neill, MD, 
clinical director of the Solid Tumor 
Center and director of the Liver Tumor 
Center of Excellence; and Jessica 
Pollard, MD, all of whom are applying 
innovative research strategies to the 
most intractable challenges facing 

pediatric oncology—a strategic priority 
of The Dana-Farber Campaign. 

Genovese is working to improve 
immunotherapies for acute myeloid 
leukemia, which most commonly 
affects children and has poor outcomes 
in more than 30% of cases. Genovese 
will use gene editing techniques to 
develop a targeted immune drug  
that spares healthy cells, reducing 
treatment toxicity.

Greenzang is developing an app 
called Inform.Prepare.Decide, designed 
to help parents understand their child’s 
individual risks of long-term effects 

from cancer treatment, and what can 
be done to screen for and decrease 
these risks.

Hovestadt is building a 
sophisticated, machine learning-
based risk model for children with 
medulloblastoma. His aim is to help 
clinicians carefully calibrate treatment 
intensity to eliminate the tumor  
while protecting the child’s developing 
nervous system from treatment-
induced side effects.

Pediatric liver cancers, 
hepatoblastoma and hepatocellular 
carcinoma in particular, are rare and 
intractable. O’Neill aims to test the 
safety and efficacy of a T-cell therapy 
that targets AFP, a protein uniquely 
secreted by these cancers. This 
therapeutic intervention, already in 
early adult trials, has potential as a less 

toxic treatment for children. 
Pollard is pursuing a promising 

treatment for children with myeloid 
disorders and genetic predispositions 
to myeloid malignancies. She plans 
to study the efficacy of the drug 
venetoclax along with azacytidine, an 
approach that has benefited adults 
with myeloid disorders. Now, Pollard 
is studying the same combination in 
children with these rare disorders.  

“The childhood cancer ecosystem  
is ripe for acceleration of progress,”  
said Daniel Gumnit, CEO of 
Children’s Cancer Research Fund.  
“In our partnership with Dana-Farber, 
we see an opportunity to make a  
much-needed impact in the 
development of childhood cancer 
treatments and cures.” ■

Girlygirl P.A.R.T.S. breaks the silence on ovarian cancer

CCRF expedites promising research in childhood cancers

A s the COVID-19 pandemic 
revealed to the world, mRNA 
technology has the ability to 

accelerate the timeline for developing 
a new vaccine from years to months. 
Given this recent scientific break-
through, Wellcome Leap, a nonprofit 
founded by the Wellcome Trust, has 
invested in a suite of ambitious projects 
that strive to create diverse RNA-based 
biologics and sustainable pandemic 
response through its R3 (RNA 
Readiness + Response) program—
including mRNA therapeutics that 
could be used against cancer. 

At Dana-Farber, Eric Smith, MD, 
PhD, director of translational research 
in the Immune Effector Cell Therapy 
Program, secured a Wellcome Leap 
contract to support the R3 program. 

Smith and his colleagues at the 
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 
are seeking to advance the field by 
innovating mRNA therapy design, 
manufacturing, and delivery, while 
simultaneously generating promising 
cancer immunotherapies. Although 
their funded efforts will initially focus 
on multiple myeloma, a malignancy 
with a low cure rate, their work will 
have broad applicability for other 

diseases in the future. 
“I’m deeply grateful for Wellcome 

Leap’s generous support of our efforts 
to develop optimized mRNA-based 
antibody immunotherapies to treat 
cancer,” said Smith. “It takes visionary 
funding like theirs to make giant leaps 
forward in science, and I’m optimistic 
that—together—we can change the 
trajectory of cancer therapeutics for 
patients everywhere.” ■

Leaping into a better future with RNA-based therapies

The Girlygirl P.A.R.T.S. 5K Run/Walk is held annually to raise awareness for ovarian 
cancer and funding for gynecological cancer research.  

Eric Smith, MD, PhD, seeks to innovate 
mRNA-based therapies with support 
from Wellcome Leap.

“ I’m optimistic that—together—we can  
change the trajectory of cancer therapeutics  
for patients everywhere.” 

    — ERIC SMITH, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
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W hen you or your child has 
cancer, the last thing you 
should have to worry  

about is whether paying for gas to 
drive to treatments will mean skipping 
meals, or whether necessary days off 
from work will mean being unable to 
pay the mortgage. “For individuals 
and families experiencing financial 
distress during cancer care, Dana-
Farber patient assistance programs 
strive to provide critical aid and 
resources to help alleviate financial 
hardship,” said Deborah Toffler, MSW, 
LCSW, senior director of Patient Care 
Services, “so that patients can focus on 
what is most important: their health.”

At Dana-Farber, these important 
programs rely on philanthropy, and 
recent contributions by Digital Federal 
Credit Union (DCU) and DCU for 
Kids, the credit union’s charitable 
foundation, make it possible for 
many more patients to receive aid. 

“Too many cancer patients and their 
families face untenable financial 
situations,” said Laurie LaChapelle, 
DCU senior vice president of finance. 
“Giving to patient assistance is an 
opportunity to make a tangible, 
immediate difference.”

“As a long-term supporter of these 
crucial programs, DCU for Kids has 
helped ensure that numerous patient 
families were able to buy groceries, 
travel to appointments, and remain 
safely housed,” said Joe Chabot, MS, 
director of the Pediatric Resource 
Program. For example, when a single 
mom whose 5-year-old was in the 
hospital for a year struggled with 
expenses, the program provided gift 
cards for gas and meals, as well as 
several rent payments. Each year, more 
than 1,000 adult and pediatric patient 
families like hers in Dana-Farber’s 
network receive patient assistance. ■

Tamkin Family spreads Jimmy 
Fund spirit through latest gift

F or Daniel Tamkin, a 
Brookline, Mass., native, 
the Jimmy Fund was 

ubiquitous throughout his young 
life, particularly when visiting 
Fenway Park with his dad. When 
he started his first full-time job, he 
began a commitment to donating 
to the Jimmy Fund, a dedication 
that has grown steadily since 
then and which his wife, Lucinda 
“Cindy,” now shares. The pair 
recently reinforced their support  
of the Jimmy Fund with a 
$100,000 gift to name a semi-
private infusion room in Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute’s Jimmy 
Fund Clinic. 

“We toured the clinic a few 
years ago and it was very moving to 
see the children,” Daniel said. “We’ve 
always supported causes related to 
children, and recently have wanted to 
focus more on both research and on 
things that make the horrific cancer 
journey easier for patients and their 
families, like these semi-private spaces.”

Prior to this newest commitment, 
Dan and Cindy made a gift to support 
ovarian cancer research, after realizing 
the need in this area when a young 
woman in their community lost her 
battle with the disease.

“Dana-Farber is building on a 
track record of success and attracts 
people who have the best minds in 
their fields,” Cindy said. “The people 
who work there have so much heart. 
We love how community oriented the 
Jimmy Fund is.” 

While the couple resides in New 
York City, Dan proudly wears his 
Jimmy Fund hat and spreads the word 
about the mission, embodying the 
message that “We’re all Jimmy” and 
that everyone, everywhere, can help to 
defy cancer. ■

DCU and DCU for Kids prioritize 
patient assistance

Ballard Family raises funds for  
Wilms tumor research

I n August 2019, the Ballard Family’s 
lives dramatically changed when 
their son Evan was diagnosed with 

Wilms tumor, the most common type 
of kidney cancer in children. While 
researching their son’s diagnosis, Roy 
and Molly Ballard discovered Dana-
Farber and the research of Elizabeth 
Mullen, MD, FAAP, program 
leader for renal/liver tumors in the 
Childhood Solid Tumor Center. 
Within a month, the couple had 

packed up their three boys and 
come to Boston from their home 
in Charlottesville, Va., to start 
Evan’s treatment at Dana-Farber. 

Of their many long days 
at Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund 
Clinic, Molly recalls, “The 
clinic was filled with the best 
people we’ve ever met. Evan, his 
brothers, and Roy and I, truly 
felt the generosity and care that 
everyone at the clinic provided.” 

Although Evan passed away 
in 2020, the Ballards knew they 
wanted to give back, and so 
they began fundraising. Evan’s 
community immediately rallied 
around them and the Ballards 
received numerous calls from 

friends and family who were running  
a race and raising money for Evan,  
or having a lemonade stand for Evan, 
or whose company agreed to match 
donations for Evan. Their initial  
goal of $10,000 was exceeded within 
two days, and to date, the Ballards 
have raised over $100,000 for the 
Evan Cutler Ballard Fund for Wilms 
Tumor Research at Dana-Farber, in 
honor of Evan. ■

Evan Cutler Ballard inspired an outpouring  
of support for Wilms tumor research at  
Dana-Farber.

Prayers From Maria supports 
pediatric glioma research

Ed and Megan McNamara are on a 
mission since the loss of their daughter, 
Maria, who passed away in 2007 at age 
7 from diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 
(DIPG), a rare, aggressive childhood 
brain tumor. Compelled by Maria’s 
bravery and her prayers for a cure, the 
McNamaras established the Prayers 
From Maria Foundation, which is 
dedicated to funding research into the 
causes, prevention, treatment, and cure 
of gliomas. To that end, the foundation 
has awarded a $100,000 grant to 
the DIPG All-In Initiative created 
by Katherine Warren, MD, clinical 
director of Pediatric Neuro-Oncology 
at Dana-Farber. “The work of the 
All-In Initiative immediately spoke 
to us because it seeks to provide more 
effective therapeutics to children being 

treated in the clinic. It’s something we 
can do to help these kids right now. 
The fact that it’s a collaborative effort 
of doctors from great institutions and 
headed up by Kathy Warren only 
served to secure our support even 
more. We’ve known of Kathy since 
Maria’s diagnosis. She has a genuine 
care and concern for these kids and 
their families. That makes all the 
difference,” says Megan. 

The funding supports several 
aspects of the DIPG All-In Initiative, 
including development of a centralized 
database to support data collection 
for clinical trials performed within 
the DIPG All-In Consortium, a 
national network of seven institutions 
collaborating to advance DIPG 
therapeutics. In addition, this grant 
funds extensive pre-clinical evaluation 
of therapeutics in order to inform 
and develop clinical trials with greater 
potential to help each enrolled patient. 
“This funding will allow us to develop, 
drive, and coordinate studies, thereby 
bringing new treatments to the clinic 
more efficiently,” said Warren. “I’m 
so grateful to Prayers From Maria for 
continuing to support my research 
aimed at tackling DIPG.” ■

Cindy Cardinal Tamkin and Daniel Tamkin 
are long-time supporters of Dana-Farber  
and the Jimmy Fund.
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R emembered by those who knew her as a 
driving force for good, Lucía Brower remains 
an inspiration for her loved ones to support 

much-needed research into stomach cancer. Before 
her passing in early 2021, Lucía and her husband, 
José Vicente Aguerrevere, made a gift to Dana-Farber 
to support research into new treatments for the 
disease, inspiring many others to give.

Recently, José and his family made a generous 
new commitment of $300,000 to fuel research into 
prevention and early detection for stomach cancer, 
particularly in hereditary stomach cancers like 
Lucía’s. The funds will be managed under her doctor, 
Matthew Yurgelun, MD, director of the Lynch 

Syndrome Center at Dana-Farber, who is building a 
biobank of tumor samples in order to improve genetic 
testing and further treatments.

“We have a bittersweet story,” said José. “It’s likely 
that members of our family will have the mutation 
that Lucía had. We learned of it late in Lucía’s case, 
but what is inspiring is that we have the ability to 
learn about it early for others.”

For José—and Lucía—it has never just been about 
their own family or any one family; it is about all the 
families who are facing cancer. “Lucía was very happy 
to do something that would benefit others. For her, 
and for us, it’s about making sure that we’re laying the 
groundwork for everyone.” ■

Support for early detection and genetic testing

R ick Cobleigh is remembered for 
his big heart, fearlessness, and 
passion for family, sports, and 

music—especially Bruce Springsteen. 
“Rick was the spirit of our family,” 

says George, one of Rick’s three 
brothers, recalling how he was always 
cheering loudly at family sporting 
events, sharing CDs from his extensive 
music collection, and handing out 
presents at Christmas wearing his  
Santa cap.

In 2004, at age 43, Rick was 
diagnosed with advanced throat cancer. 
His family immediately took him to 
Dana-Farber. 

“That day was scary,” recalls his 
brother, Wayne. “But Rick was 
immediately seen by a top doctor, who 
guided him through experimental 
treatments that saved his life.”

His family says that Rick, who lived 
with cerebral palsy, never focused on 
self-pity, but saw his cancer as just 
another challenge to overcome. “He 
was fearless in every way,” says George. 

After Rick passed away in 2020, his 
family learned he had left a generous 
bequest to Dana-Farber. 

“Rick was grateful for the special 
care and treatment he received from 
Dana-Farber and wanted to do 
whatever he could to thank them,”  

says Wayne. “He hoped his gift would 
help advance important research and 
inspire others to be strong through 
treatment,” added George, just as his 
Springsteen ringtone went off on his 
phone, as if on cue.

To honor Rick’s legacy, the Cobleigh 
Family raised funds to name a gene  
in Dana-Farber’s Gene Display. In  
the inscription, the family paid tribute 
to Rick, fittingly, through his favorite 
Springsteen songs: “Dream Baby 
Dream. Never Surrender. Reason  
to Believe.” ■

Patient leaves a meaningful  
legacy, message of strength

Rick Cobleigh left a generous bequest  
to Dana-Farber in his will to thank 
doctors for saving his life.

José Vicente Aguerrevere continues to support stomach cancer research at Dana-Farber in honor of his late wife, Lucía 
Brower, pictured above with their children.

The power of genetic testing
Fueled by generous philanthropic support 
Dana-Farber has long been a pioneer in 
the genetic causes of cancer, providing 
comprehensive guidance and care to patients—
and their family members—through  
the Center for Cancer Genetics and 
Prevention, the Lynch Syndrome Center,  
the Center for BRCA and Related Genes,  
and other programs. 

Genetic testing and counseling can be 
life-changing, and lifesaving, for many people. 
In the case of one patient, a member of their 
family developed a cancer derived from an 
inherited gene mutation and urged others 
in the family to be tested. The patient tested 
positive for the same hereditary mutation  
and subsequently learned that they had an 
early stage cancer that is also caused by the 
gene. Because it was caught early, the patient 
had far more options for treatment and is  
now in remission.

“Cancer has a horrible way of disrupting 
lives and taking away people’s sense of control,” 
says Lynch Syndrome Center Director 
Matthew Yurgelun, MD. “When we screen 
high-risk patients early, we empower them and 
their family members with knowledge that can 
enable them to live longer, healthier lives.” ■

Haddad named McGraw Chair  
in Head and Neck Oncology

Robert Haddad, MD, was recently named as the inaugural incumbent of the 

McGraw Chair in Head and Neck Oncology at Dana-Farber, the first chair 

in this oncology specialty to be endowed at the Institute. As Chief of the 

Division of Head and Neck Oncology, Haddad brings considerable expertise 

to the McGraw Chair. He was instrumental in the phase 3 studies that led to 

FDA approval of docetaxel, nivolumab, and pembrolizumab for head and 

neck cancers, and has made many other influential contributions to the field.

The enduring financial support provided by a named chair allows esteemed 

physician-scientists like Haddad to focus their time on caring for and 

developing better treatments for patients, rather than writing grants to 

fund their research. In 2021, a group of generous donors came together 

to establish the McGraw Chair, inspired by a leadership gift from Robert 

“Robin” and Elizabeth “Buzz” McGraw and their family. In May of this year, 

donors and Institute leaders gathered to celebrate Haddad’s appointment, 

including (clockwise from top left): Buzz McGraw; Robert Haddad, MD;  

Laurie H. Glimcher, MD; and Robin McGraw.
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W hen asked why they give 
to Dana-Farber, Anita and 
Angelo Rodriguez have one 

simple answer: “For Eric.”
For most of his life, their son, Eric, 

was a patient at Dana-Farber, treated 
first for a brain tumor as a teenager, 
and then later for a rare head and neck 
cancer. He called the Institute “a home 
away from home.”

Eric worked tirelessly to give 
back to his home away from home, 
serving on the Patient and Family 

Advisory Council (PFAC) where he 
mentored and advocated for young 
adult patients. He also rallied family 
and friends to join him in the annual 
Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk 
presented by Hyundai in support of 
head and neck cancer research.

In the months since his passing 
in late 2021, his family has poured 
themselves into carrying on his 
generous legacy.

“Eric was a staunch supporter of 
research and advocacy,” said Anita.  

“It was important to him,  
so it’s important to us.”

The couple named a 
gene in the Gene Display 
and a star on The Imagine 
Display outside Dana-
Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic, 
for Eric. They also set up a 
Giving Page in his honor, 
and continue to support 
the efforts of PFAC. And in 
the Jimmy Fund Walk on 
Sunday, October 2, they  
will continue to walk and 
raise funds for head and 
neck cancer research. 

“Everything that Eric  
did is around us,” said 
Angelo. “Everywhere we 
look, it’s Eric.” ■

Hope Street Foundation and lacrosse community stick together  
in supporting liposarcoma research

S ean Fox was a true champion 
on and off the lacrosse field. 
Winner of five national titles as 

a player and coach at Hobart College, 
Fox learned valuable life lessons from 
the sport and promoted them as a 
successful executive and devoted 
husband and father. Although, sadly, 
Sean passed away from liposarcoma in 
August 2021, his son Connor, along 
with friends Ben Baranker and Tommy 
Hale, followed his lead in leveraging 
lacrosse for maximal social impact by 
raising funds to defy cancer through 
the Hope Street Foundation.  

Recently, the foundation made 
a gift of more than $1 million to 
establish The Sean Fox Fund in 
support of liposarcoma research led by 
George Demetri, MD, director of the 
Sarcoma Center, senior vice president 
for experimental therapeutics, and 
the Quick Family Chair in Medical 
Oncology at Dana-Farber. This 
generous gift was generated through 
Hope Street’s “Lacrosse for Life” 
fundraiser on April 2–3, in which 
players from 43 college programs 
nationwide had their heads shaved, 
with the foundation contributing 
$1,000 per participant.

The Hope Street Foundation’s 
fundraising success springs from the 
closeness of the lacrosse community 
and the leadership of co-founders 
Baranker, Fox, and Hale, who were 
classmates and teammates at Brown 
University. Grounded in their 
deep personal experience with and 
commitment to philanthropy, they 
established the foundation while living 
together in their college house on 
Hope Street in Providence, R.I. After 
reaching out to friends on collegiate 
lacrosse teams across the country to 
support their cause, their call to action 
quickly spread through word of mouth 
like a ball passed around for the best 
shot on goal. And like a score on the 
field, this winning effort may bring 
closer their hopeful vision of victory 
against liposarcoma.

In pursuing this mission, Baranker, 
Fox, and Hale are thrilled to team 
up with Demetri because he and his 
colleagues in Dana-Farber’s Sarcoma 
Center are such dedicated and 
accomplished leaders in their field. 
Demetri, in turn, appreciates the 
foundation’s strong partnership in 
propelling progress. “Ben, Connor, 
and Tommy are providing a beacon 

of hope to patients with liposarcoma 
through the innovative science they are 
accelerating, and we are very grateful 
for the trust and support from this new 
generation of philanthropists to our 
mission,” said Demetri.

For the three friends behind the 
foundation, advancing liposarcoma 
research and care is as important as 
sticks are to lacrosse because, given its 
rarity, liposarcoma receives less funding 

and attention than other cancers, yet 
is no less devastating to patients like 
Sean Fox and families like his. “We 
are proud to support Dana-Farber’s 
Sarcoma Center and hope others 
will continue to join this effort,” said 
Connor Fox. “Even small strides help 
to drive significant impact, and with 
everyone’s help Dr. Demetri and his 
team can do more than ever to improve 
the lives of patients and families.” ■

D iana and Blake Tomkinson 
were high school sweethearts. 
Their daughters, Heather and 

Kaleigh, agree that Diana shaped 
their family with her strong and 
ambitious spirit. Just short of Diana 
and Blake’s 40th anniversary, Diana 
died after treatment for a rare uterine 
sarcoma that may have been associated 
with her years-long struggle with 
leiomyomas, or uterine fibroids.

In her honor, the Tomkinsons 
established Diana’s Fibroid Foundation 
(DFF), and with a gift of $144,000  
are partnering with Suzanne George,  
MD, and Fiona Fennessy, MD, PhD, 
in the Sarcoma Center at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. Having professional 
scientific backgrounds themselves,  
the Tomkinson Family felt they were  
in a unique position to contribute  
to the field. The DFF aims to advance 
education, research, and early 
detection of malignancies hidden by 
uterine fibroids. 

According to Dana-Farber 
researchers, many uterine sarcomas 
are discovered only at the time of a 
hysterectomy for presumed fibroids. 
Currently, there is no reliable 
diagnostic technique to distinguish 

leiomyomas from very rare uterine 
sarcomas. Now, with the support 
from DFF, George, who serves as 
associate division chief of the Sarcoma 
Center, and Fennessy are advancing 
MRI imaging as a method to make 
this distinction. Future research may 
involve using tumor DNA circulating 
in the bloodstream as markers to help 
find malignant tumors sooner. 

“For Diana, every opportunity 
and intervention was exhausted. We 
just caught it too late,” said Blake 
Tomkinson. “We are very excited that 
this gift could provide the impact to 
make a difference for other patients.” ■

Diana’s Fibroid Foundation aims 
to change standard of care for  
detection of uterine sarcomas

Advancing head and neck  
cancer research “for Eric”

Anita and Angelo Rodriguez support cancer 
research in honor of their son, Eric (above), who 
spent his life giving back to Dana-Farber through 
patient advocacy, fundraising, and mentoring.

From left: Ben Baranker, Connor Fox, and Tommy Hale present proceeds from the Hope 
Street Foundation’s 2022 Lacrosse for Life event to George Demetri, MD. 

The family of Diana Tomkinson (above) 
is supporting research into uterine 
sarcomas with a gift through Diana’s 
Fibroid Foundation.
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T he Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society (LLS) has awarded 
$1,359,000 in career 

development grants to three Dana-
Farber physician-scientists who 
are working to develop and refine 
treatments for blood cancers.

The foundation is a global leader 
in the fight against cancer, with the 
goal of finding cures for leukemia, 
lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease, 
myeloma, and other blood cancers. 
For more than four decades, LLS has 
partnered with Dana-Farber researchers 
to achieve important breakthroughs 
in the understanding and treatment of 
these diseases. 

Caron Jacobson, MD, MMSc, 
received an LLS Scholar in Clinical 
Research grant to investigate the safety 
and effectiveness of CAR T-cell therapy 
for patients with relapsed or refractory 
primary and secondary central nervous 
system lymphoma (CNSL), an 
extremely rare and deadly form of non-
Hodgkin lymphoma. CAR T-therapy 
is a revolutionary cellular therapy 
that uses specially altered T cells to 
strengthen the inherent cancer-fighting 
power of these immune cells.

She and others conducted clinical 
trials that resulted in recent FDA 
approval for a different type of CAR 

T-cell therapy for patients whose large 
B-cell lymphoma (LBCL) or follicular 
lymphoma (FL) relapsed or wasn’t 
responding to standard treatments. 
The LLS grant will enable Jacobson to 
test this therapy, called axicabtagene 
ciloleucel (axi-cell), against central 
nervous system lymphomas. 

“We know that the currently 
available treatments don’t work in 
many patients with CNSL, and when 
they do, the effects are not long-
lasting,” said Jacobson, medical director 
of the Dana-Farber Immune Effector 
Cell Therapy Program. “We think CAR 
T-cell therapy may represent the most 
promising treatment option.” 

Andrew Lane, MD, PhD, studies 
blastic plasmacytoid dendritic cell 
neoplasm (BPDCN), an aggressive 
and uncommon blood cancer that 
has some of the features of leukemia 
and lymphoma. It also presents with 
characteristic skin tumors. 

“My goal is to figure out what 
makes BPDCN tick and translate 
that knowledge to new therapy,” said 
Lane, director of Dana-Farber’s Blastic 
Plasmacytoid Dendritic Cell Neoplasm 
Center. He is using his LLS Scholar 
grant to investigate how BPDCN cells 
differ from normal blood cells, learn 
why the disease affects men more than 

women, and develop targeted therapies 
that can improve survival and minimize 
side effects. 

Christopher Reilly, MD, a physician 
in Dana-Farber’s Hematologic 
Oncology Program, received an LLS 
Special Fellow grant to determine 
the role of telomere maintenance in 
intestinal regeneration and mortality 
among patients receiving a stem 
cell transplant for a blood cancer. A 
telomere is a region of repetitive DNA 
sequences at the end of a chromosome 

that protects the chromosome from 
becoming frayed or tangled.

“LLS is pleased to be able to support 
these Dana-Farber physician-scientists 
who are working relentlessly to achieve 
better outcomes for patients with blood 
cancers,” said LLS Chief Scientific 
Officer Lee Greenberger, PhD. “LLS 
funds lifesaving blood cancer research 
around the world, and Dana-Farber’s 
work is a cornerstone that will lead 
to better care and help accelerate the 
discovery of cures.” ■

I n December 2003, Jason Chambers 
received the devastating news  
that his father, Russell Chambers, 

MD, had been diagnosed with 
multiple myeloma. An only child, 
Jason found himself handling the 
situation largely on his own. But when 
he and his father arrived at Dana-
Farber and met Paul Richardson, MD, 
clinical program leader and director  
of clinical research at the Jerome 
Lipper Multiple Myeloma Center, 
Jason finally felt a little more at ease  
in an impossible situation.

Dr. Chambers passed away in 
May 2005, and his son has supported 
multiple myeloma research at Dana-
Farber ever since, most recently 
with a generous new commitment 
of $100,000 made through the 
Chambers Medical Foundation. The 
funds will be managed by Richardson. 

“Paul was instrumental for me 
being able to get through that time,” 
said Jason. “His entire team did 

everything they could to extend my 
dad’s life. Dana-Farber is a world-
class organization with a culture 
of excellence—people here have 
excitement, curiosity, and compassion. 
I’m so grateful.”

In 2008, Jason’s mother was 
diagnosed with colon cancer, and 
Richardson was there to help again, 
this time by connecting the family to  
a Dana-Farber team who partnered 
with her local oncologist in Atlanta. 
She is now nearly 15 years cancer-free.

“Jason’s support over many years 
has been tremendous as we have 
furthered our clinical research into 
better and more durable treatments 
for our patients,” said Richardson, 
who is also the R.J. Corman Professor 
of Medicine. “His friendship and 
commitment have been exceptional; 
it’s also a wonderful testimony to  
his father’s memory, for whom it was 
our privilege to care.” ■

Chambers renews support of 
multiple myeloma research

LLS funds Dana-Farber researchers studying blood cancers

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society awarded career development grants to Caron 
Jacobson, MD, MMSc, Andrew Lane, MD, PhD, and Christopher Reilly, MD (not 
pictured).

P atty and Doug Reid consider 
Patty’s current good health a true 
miracle, and they give all the 

credit to Dana-Farber. 
“From the moment we came in for 

a second opinion, we felt like we had 
this whole powerful place behind us to 
get better,” said Patty, who underwent 
an allogenic stem cell transplant at the 
Dana-Farber Brigham Cancer Center 
in 2017 to cure her advanced non-
Hodgkin lymphoma.

In gratitude for the care Patty 
received, the Atlanta couple made a 
$250,000 gift to The Dana-Farber 
Campaign this spring to further 
research aimed at better understanding 
and treating lymphomas. These 
funds will support research by Patty’s 
oncologist, Eric Jacobsen, MD, 
through the Reid Family Fund for 
Lymphoma Research, which the couple 
established in 2018. Jacobsen is the 
clinical director of operations for the 
Division of Lymphoma.

“I’m a believer in giving back,” Patty 
said. “I’m here because of somebody 
else’s gift to support research, so I’m 
trying to keep it going forward.”

Thanks to discoveries made at Dana-
Farber, Jacobsen was able to determine 
that Patty’s genome had mutations that 
would increase her risk of developing 

another blood cancer if she underwent 
a transplant using her own stem cells. 
A donor was found, and the operation 
was performed using his perfectly 
matched cells.

“Without that research, I might still 
have been okay, but there was a high 
probability I might not be in such good 
health today,” said Patty, who says she  
is happily “living my life again.” 

Doug agreed. “You couldn’t have 
a more positive or uplifting story,” he 
said about Patty’s care at Dana-Farber. 
“It’s the most life-affirming miracle you 
could ever see.” ■

Atlanta couple make campaign 
gift in gratitude for wife’s care

Doug and Patty Reid, five years after 
Patty’s stem cell transplant. 

“ Dana-Farber is a world-class organization with  
a culture of excellence.”

  — JASON CHAMBERS
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Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation funds projects with 
potential as future breakthroughs

With nearly $420 million invested and more than 
3,900 scientists funded over the past 76 years, the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation has 
advanced cancer research exponentially. Founded 
in 1946 in memory of the iconic sportswriter and 
journalist Damon Runyon after he passed away from 
throat cancer, the foundation remains steadfast in 
its commitment to support emerging talent with 
unique insights, drive, and boundless vision who will 
become the next generation of leaders against cancer. 
Continuing its longstanding support of Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute’s investigators, Damon Runyon 
recently funded Geon “Peter” Kim, MD; David 
Walter, PhD; and Srinivas Viswanathan, MD, PhD, 
with grants totaling nearly $1.1 million.

Kim received the Damon Runyon Physician-
Scientist Training Award to study the mechanisms 
underlying increased inflammation in clonal 
hematopoiesis as a postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory 
of Benjamin Ebert, MD, PhD, the George P. Canellos, 
MD, and Jean S. Canellos Professor of Medicine and 
chair of Medical Oncology at Dana-Farber. Clonal 

hematopoiesis is a state that occurs 
when blood stem cells, which give 
rise to the different types of blood 
cells in the body, acquire genetic 
mutations. This pre-cancerous state 
confers a higher risk of developing 
heart disease and blood cancer. 
Kim hopes to gain insight into the 
connections between inflammation 

and clonal hematopoiesis to better understand the 
progression of these mutated cells into cancer.

Walter will utilize the support of the Damon 
Runyon Fellowship Award to study the splicing factor 
U2AF1 as a postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of 
Matthew Meyerson, MD, PhD, the Charles A. Dana 
Chair in Human Cancer Genetics at Dana-Farber. 
Splicing factors are involved in protein creation 
and, when deregulated, can contribute to cancer 
development. Among the 2% of lung cancer patients 
with mutated U2AF1, 80% share the same mutation. 
Walter will use cell and mouse models along with 
patient data to better understand U2AF1-mutated 
cancer cells and how this mutation drives cancer with 
the goal of uncovering new therapeutic targets in  
lung cancer. 

Viswanathan received the Damon Runyon-Rachleff 
Innovation Award to improve our understanding of 
how genes contribute to the differences in incidence 
or outcomes between the sexes seen in many cancer 
types, most of which are not fully explained by non-
genetic factors such as hormonal differences or lifestyle. 

Though normally inactivated, the extra X chromosome 
in the somatic cells of those born female relative to the 
somatic cells of those born male remains a fundamental 
genetic distinction between the sexes. Viswanathan is 
testing the hypothesis that genetic alterations to the 
X chromosome in cancer disrupt its inactivation in 
females, thus contributing to sex-based differences in 
the incidence of cancer or how it develops. 

“We’re thrilled to continue supporting brilliant and 
bold scientists at Dana-Farber,” said Yung S. Lie, PhD, 
president and CEO of the Damon Runyon Cancer 
Research Foundation. “Their work has a chance to 
fundamentally change the landscape of cancer research 
and care.” ■

Roths celebrate life, partnership, 
and fellowship

In May, Neal and Vicki Roth celebrated 50 wonderful years of marriage.  

That same weekend, Dana-Farber celebrated their new $1 million gift to 

expand the Vicki and Neal Roth Fellowship for Multiple Myeloma Research 

they first established in 2013 under the direction of Ken Anderson, MD, 

program director of Dana-Farber’s Jerome Lipper Center for Multiple 

Myeloma and LeBow Institute for Myeloma Therapeutics, and the Kraft 

Family Professor of Medicine. The concurrence of the two events was no 

coincidence—the Roths requested the date of the gift celebration to express 

their gratitude to Anderson for lengthening Vicki’s life and enabling the 

couple to reach this loving milestone. The Roths also had the opportunity to 

meet the 2022 Roth Fellows, Ting Du, PhD, and Keiji Kurata, MD, PhD, and 

learn about their work exploring the most critical questions in the biology 

and treatment of myeloma. 

Above, at the celebration (from right): Neal and Vicki Roth; Ting Du, PhD; 

Keiji Kurata, MD, PhD; Ken Anderson, MD; and Nikhil Munshi, MD, director 

of basic and correlative science in the Lipper Center and the Kraft Family 

Chair at Dana-Farber.

W hen Ed and Mary Ann 
Swanson first met with 
Dana-Farber’s Mahasweta 

Gooptu, MD, Ed was encouraged 
to hear that Gooptu had so much 
experience with his rare cancer. “Her 
team was able to say, ‘we’ve seen this 
many times before,’ which felt very 
reassuring,” said Ed.

The Swansons recently made a 
generous $100,000 gift to support 
Gooptu’s stem cell transplant 
research for the benefit of patients 
with myelodysplastic syndromes 
(MDS) and other blood cancers. 
There were three factors that came 
together as the catalyst for their 
investment. 

First, Ed read a story in Impact 
about donors who supported 
Gooptu and encouraged others 
to join in advancing her work. 
Then, while doing his taxes, Ed 
reviewed his required minimum 
distributions (RMD)—the 
minimum amount that must be 
withdrawn from certain tax-
deferred retirement accounts 
upon reaching a certain age—
and realized that by directing 
his RMD as a charitable gift, it 
would not be taxed as income. 
And finally, once Ed learned that 

MDS receives less research funding 
because it is so rare, he knew exactly 
where their support could make the 
biggest impact.

Ed said, “By giving in this strategic 
way, we were able to make a more 
substantial gift than we could have 
otherwise. We hope that sharing  
our giving story inspires others, 
because this may be a way for them  
to give, too.” ■

Supporting stem cell transplant 
research through a strategic gift

“ We’re thrilled to continue 
supporting brilliant and bold 
scientists at Dana-Farber. 
Their work has a chance to 
fundamentally change the 
landscape of cancer research 
and care.”

  — YUNG S. LIE, PHD, president and  
      CEO, Damon Runyon Cancer  
      Research Foundation

Mahasweta Gooptu, MD (above), is conducting 
innovative research to improve clinical 
outcomes for stem cell transplant patients with 
vital support from Ed and Mary Ann Swanson. 
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O n May 25, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute and the Jimmy Fund 
held its third annual Giving 

Day, a special day dedicated to bringing 
the Dana-Farber and Jimmy Fund 
community together to defy cancer. 
More than 3,000 supporters across 
the country made gifts of all sizes 
totaling over $567,000, surpassing 
the day’s $500,000 goal. Giving Day’s 
success was due in part to a generous 
anonymous Dana-Farber Trustee who 
matched all gifts to the Defy Cancer 
Fund of up to $250,000.

Leading up to Giving Day, adult 
and pediatric patients shared inspiring 
stories about their experiences of the 
revolutionary science, extraordinary 
care, and exceptional expertise at Dana-
Farber. Stories of patients like Mia, 
a pediatric patient being treated for 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) 
at Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic, 
encouraged others across the country to 
join us in our mission to defy cancer. 

While sharing her daughter’s story 
as part of our Giving Day efforts, Mia’s 
mother, Nar, expressed her gratitude 
for Dana-Farber. Mia was diagnosed 
with ALL in the spring of 2021 and 
began receiving treatment at Dana-

Farber three times a week. Now, Mia 
is halfway through her treatment and 
down to one appointment per week. 
Nar told the community, “I feel so 
lucky that we live so close to one of the 
best cancer research institutions in the 
country. The amazing team of doctors, 

nurses, and specialists at the Jimmy 
Fund Clinic have become like family. 
Mia has more good days than bad days 
now, and seeing her smiling, playing, 
and interacting with friends again 
makes me feel so relieved.”

From grateful patients and survivors, 

to Dana-Farber employees, to those 
who have been touched by cancer in 
other ways, stories like Mia’s inspired 
thousands of supporters across the 
country to make a gift on Giving Day. 
Most funds raised on this day were 
directed to the Defy Cancer Fund, 
which provides unrestricted funding to 
pursue innovative early stage research, 
speed new drugs into clinical trials, 
expand access to care and reduce 
cancer disparities, and support special 
programs to address the physical, 
emotional, psychological, and spiritual 
needs of patients and their families.

The incredible support and 
generosity from our supporters on 
Giving Day will make strides in 
achieving The Dana-Farber Campaign’s 
vital quest to defy cancer. ■

Coming together to defy cancer: Giving Day exceeds  
fundraising goal

T hose who knew Marye Jane 
“Jane” Priddy would say 
she lived a life of generosity, 

selflessness, and empathy. Starting at a 
young age, Jane was devoted to helping 
others. Her brother, Tom, remembers 
Jane as an incredible role model 
growing up, and that she continued 
making a difference to others as she 
spent her career as an elementary 
school teacher. Her compassion was 
further reflected when she meaningfully 
included Dana-Farber in her estate 
plans, making an unrestricted gift of 
nearly $450,000 that will support 
cancer research and patient care 
initiatives across the Institute.

Jane faced cancer three times 
throughout her life and ultimately 
passed away from renal cancer at the 
age of 78. While she wasn’t treated 
at Dana-Farber herself, Jane’s niece, 
Hilary, was treated here for several 
years before passing away from 
metastatic breast cancer. Knowing 
how well Hilary was cared for, Jane 
wanted to give back to the place 
that gave her niece compassionate, 
extraordinary care and extra days to 
her life.

“Jane was always dedicated to 
helping other people,” said Tom. “Her 
gift to Dana-Farber speaks volumes 

about who she was as a person, and 
our family is happy her legacy of 
giving lives on.” ■

A legacy of selflessness  
and compassion

Jane Priddy’s generous bequest 
supports patient care and research at 
Dana-Farber. 

“ Her gift to Dana-Farber 
speaks volumes about 
who she was as a person, 
and our family is happy 
her legacy of giving  
lives on.”

  —  TOM PRIDDY

Celebrating the impact of  
Dana-Farber’s President’s Circle

This year’s annual President’s Circle Appreciation Night took place at 

Fenway Park on May 19. Dana-Farber’s President’s Circle is a giving society 

of supporters who make generous annual gifts to lead by example, help 

save lives, and shape Dana-Farber’s future. 

More than 100 members of the President’s Circle gathered at Fenway’s 

Vineyard Vines Club for a reception featuring ballpark fare and remarks by 

Stephen E. Sallan, MD (above), chief of staff emeritus and the Quick Family 

Chair in Pediatric Oncology at Dana-Farber. Attendees learned about the 

impact of their steadfast support through Sallan’s updates on the latest 

progress at the Institute and the inspiring story he shared of a Dana-Farber 

pediatric patient.

Following the program President’s Circle members took their seats in the 

grandstands to watch the Boston Red Sox’s exciting win over the Seattle 

Mariners, 12-6.

Supporters across the country were inspired by patients like Mia on Giving Day.

“ I feel so lucky that we 
live so close to one of 
the best cancer research 
institutions in the 
country.”

  — NAR LEE,  mother of pediatric  
       patient, Mia
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PCF awards more than $1.7 million for Dana-Farber prostate  
cancer research

The Prostate Cancer Foundation 
(PCF) has made $1,725,000 in awards 
to three Dana-Farber researchers who 
are working to accelerate precision 
oncology treatments for men with 
prostate cancer. 

The foundation is the world’s 
leading philanthropic organization 
dedicated to funding lifesaving research 
into prostate cancer, which affects 1 of 
every 8 adult males. Every year, about 
35,000 men in the U.S. die from the 
disease and another 270,000 are newly 
diagnosed, according to the American 
Cancer Society. Since 1993, PCF has 
raised close to $1 billion to support 
cutting-edge research to improve the 
prevention, detection, and treatment of 
this cancer.

The foundation has awarded Dana-
Farber’s Matthew Freedman, MD, its 
prestigious $1 million Movember-
Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride-PCF 
Challenge Award. This will support 

ambitious team science 
that leverages knowledge 
of epigenetics to identify 
promising new treatments 
for metastatic prostate 
cancer, which has no known 
cure. Epigenetics is the 

study of how genes and gene programs 
are turned ‘on’ and ‘off’ in a cell. These 
gene programs are driven by proteins 
called transcription factors (TFs), 
which are fundamental in governing 
how a tumor progresses as well as how 
it responds to treatment.

Freedman and his team have 
identified a set of TFs that control  
the progression of prostate disease to 
a treatment-resistant, metastatic state. 
Their research is aimed at gaining 
fundamental insights into how those 
regulators work and how they might 
be targeted to prevent the disease from 
progressing. 

“Thanks to this award, we have the 
potential to greatly expand therapeutic 
options for those patients who cannot 
be cured with currently available 
strategies,” said Freedman, whose co-
investigators include Mark Pomerantz, 
MD, Sylvan Baca, MD, PhD, and 
collaborators in the Netherlands. 

The Prostate Cancer Foundation is 
also supporting the work of Himisha 
Beltran, MD, who is co-directing a 
new Center of Excellence focused 
on facilitating best-in-class precision 
medicine for New England veterans 
with prostate cancer. The new Blavatnik 
Family Foundation – PCF Precision 
Oncology Center of Excellence at 
Dana-Farber and the Veterans Affairs 
(VA) Boston Healthcare System, is one 
of 13 funded by the PCF’s $50 million 
Veterans Health Initiative to deliver 
innovative, best-in-class care to veterans 
with prostate cancer. 

Alok Tewari, MD, PhD, received 
the Advanced Accelerated Applications-
PCF Young Investigator Award for 
his research into the mechanisms 
that cause high-risk localized prostate 
cancer to become resistant to intensive 
androgen therapy.

“We are proud to invest in the 
work of these gifted Dana-Farber 
physician-scientists because we know 
their discoveries will move us closer 
to our goal of reducing the death and 
suffering from prostate cancer,” said 
PCF President and CEO Charles J. 
Ryan, MD. ■

Matthew Freedman, MD, and Himisha Beltran, MD, have received awards from 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation for their work to accelerate precision oncology 
treatments for men with prostate cancer.

Grant fuels innovative study into 
psilocybin-assisted palliative care

Patients with terminal illness 
often experience psychological and 
existential distress that persists despite 
existing interventions. The Heffter 
Research Institute is working to 
expand options for these patients 
by promoting research into the 
therapeutic use of psilocybin, a 
naturally occurring hallucinogen 
derived from a class of fungi.

Heffter awarded funding to Dana-
Farber investigator Yvan Beaussant, 
MD, MSc, to pursue a pilot study of 
psilocybin-assisted therapy for patients 
receiving hospice care, called the 
PATH study.

Dana-Farber is on the forefront of 
developing interdisciplinary, evidence-
based palliative measures, such as the 
work of Beaussant. In the United 
States, it is estimated that more than 
one in five patients with life-limiting 
illness suffers from demoralization—

a profound sense of 
helplessness, hopelessness, 
and loss of meaning and 
purpose in life. Rooted 
in findings from previous 
pharmacological studies 
of psilocybin, Beaussant’s 
PATH study tests a novel 
regimen of psilocybin-
assisted psychotherapy 
in patients enrolled in 

hospice care, and explores the effect of 
this therapy on patient-reported and 
family caregiver-reported outcomes.

“We believe that hospice care 
provides an ideal setting to investigate 
the potential for psilocybin-assisted 
therapy to address existential distress 
in patients with terminal illness,” 
said Beaussant. “This research has 
major implications to improve 
end-of-life care, and would not be 
possible without the Heffter Research 
Institute’s support.”

“Heffter is thrilled that their grants 
can support important and innovative 
psilocybin life science research at 
an institution with the capability of 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,  
a Harvard Medical School teaching 
hospital,” said Carey Turnbull,  
Heffter president. ■
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The Power of  
the Jimmy Fund

E
S

S
E

N
T

IA
L 

O
P

P
O

R
T

U
N

IT
IE

S

In 1948, when thousands of  

people across the country made 

donations to support a young  

boy with leukemia, the power  

of the Jimmy Fund was born.  

Every dollar you give makes  

a powerful difference because  

it’s not a single act—it’s part of  

an entire community. Together,  

we can create a more hopeful, 

cancer-free future—in Boston  

and around the world. Together,  

we can defy cancer.
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Hundreds of people tuned in to Jimmy Fund Bingo Night hosted by Rob Gronkowski and  
Rob Ninkovich.

T he lifesaving mission of Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute and the 
Jimmy Fund inspires grassroots 

supporters near and far to organize 
and participate in fundraising events 
of every imaginable kind. Whether 
running, skating, streaming, or 
collecting contributions one-on-one, 
every gift—no matter the size—adds 
up to make a powerful difference in 
The Dana-Farber Campaign. Here 
are just a few examples of longtime 
supporters and new friends who raised 
vital funds to help Dana-Farber defy 
cancer for patients everywhere.

Cisco Boston
Employees and friends of the Boston 
branch of Cisco Systems gathered in 
March to raise more than $25,000 for 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, a cause 
near and dear to many in attendance.

“Cancer is something that unifies 
everybody, from all walks of life,” said 
Eddie Gallagher, one of the event 
organizers. “We came up with a way 
to get everyone together and benefit 
a cause that everyone can get behind. 
Dana-Farber is a great cause.”

The event, held at Loco Taqueria 
& Oyster Bar in Boston, featured live 
music from local country musician 
Alec MacGillivray, and an opportunity 
drawing and silent auction with 
items donated by sponsors including 
Cohesity, ConRes, FlexPod, GDT, 
Insight, Presidio, F3 Technology 
Partners, and World Wide Technology. 
Cisco Systems also made a generous 
matching donation to increase proceeds 
raised at the event.

Gronk & Nink Host Jimmy 
Fund Bingo
Four-time Super Bowl Champion 
Rob Gronkowski and ESPN Analyst 
and former New England Patriot Rob 
Ninkovich hosted Jimmy Fund Bingo 
Night in March.

Bingo Night is a fun, interactive, 
and family-friendly virtual game night 

hosted by local celebrities and friends of 
the Jimmy Fund. Launched during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a way to keep 
the Jimmy Fund community together 
during quarantine, the event has since 
flourished into a fan-favorite—for 
participants and hosts alike.

Participants made a donation of $10 
or more to receive three bingo cards, 
sent via email before the event, and 
then tuned in to the Jimmy Fund’s 
Facebook Live page for the game night 
hosted by Gronk and Nink. The March 
event drew hundreds of viewers and 
raised more than $35,000 for research 
and patient care at Dana-Farber. 

Knock Out Cancer
More than 100 people took to the 
basketball court at the South Shore 
Sports Center in Hingham, Mass., 
to shoot hoops and raise money for 
the Jimmy Fund as part of the annual 
Knock Out Cancer fundraising event 
in April.

Kids and adults took part in a 
knockout and hot-shot contest in a 

fun-filled day that included a silent 
auction with prizes such as Boston Red 
Sox tickets and gift certificates to local 
restaurants and golf courses.

The event was founded in 2009 
in honor of Janice Mannion, a breast 
cancer patient at Dana-Farber. Since 
her passing in 2016, family and friends 
have continued to host the event 
to provide hope—and funding for 
cures—for patients and families facing 
breast cancer. This year’s Knock Out 
Cancer raised $20,000, bringing the 
event’s cumulative total to more than 
$175,000.

Sk8 to Elimin8 Cancer
In December, Olympic Gold Medalist 
and philanthropist Scott Hamilton 
partnered with The Skating Club of 
Boston® to host a Sk8 to Elimin8 
CancerTM fundraiser to support cancer 
research and care. The event offered 
a one-of-a-kind experience for local 
amateur skaters to fundraise and 
perform alongside World, National, 
and Olympic figure skaters from 

Boston and surrounding communities.
The event, spearheaded by the 

Scott Hamilton CARES Foundation, 
was dedicated to a young skater, Cleo 
Theodoropulos, who passed away from 
Ewing sarcoma at the age of 16. 

“This year’s event, held in Cleo’s 
honor, brought together athleticism, 
passion, and compassion embodying 
the ice community coming together 
to make a difference for those in 
need,” said Karri Morgan, executive 
director of the Scott Hamilton CARES 
Foundation.

In honor of Cleo, the event 
contributed $65,000 to Dana-Farber’s 
Center for Adolescent and Young 
Adult Oncology (CAYAO), a program 
that seeks to address the unique 
needs faced by teen cancer patients. 
CAYAO provides emotional support 
services, opportunities to meet other 
young adults receiving treatment, 
and educational programs aimed 
at enhancing knowledge and self-
advocacy skills. ■

Grassroots events bring communities together to Defy Cancer

Cisco Systems employees hosted a fundraiser at Loco Taqueria & 
Oyster Bar to benefit Dana-Farber.

Olympic champion Scott Hamilton (second from right) with (from left) Lindsay Klosterkemper, Lindsay Frazier, MD, and Ann LaCasce, 
MD, MMSc, of Dana-Farber at Sk8 to Elimin8 Cancer in December.
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Impact is a newsletter of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and  
the Jimmy Fund published by the Division of Philanthropy. 

For questions, or to be removed from our mailing list,  
please contact:

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute & The Jimmy Fund 
Division of Philanthropy 
10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor 
Brookline, MA 02445-7226 
617-632-3019 or 800-52-JIMMY 
or visit JimmyFund.org/opt-out

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute provides expert, compassionate 
care to children and adults and is home to groundbreaking 
cancer discoveries. Since its founding in 1948, the Jimmy Fund 
has raised millions of dollars through thousands of community 
efforts to advance Dana-Farber’s lifesaving mission.

At Dana-Farber we are committed to an inclusive community 
where human differences are valued and celebrated, and where 
all are welcome. We work every day to create an innovative, 
caring, and inclusive environment where each patient, family, 
and staff member feels valued and respected. Only through this 
focus on inclusion of thought and human experience can we 
foster discovery and care for those we serve.

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund share patient stories which 
may include descriptions of actual medical results. Dana-Farber 
provides personalized care for each patient based on their 
unique needs; their experiences and results will vary.
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Lubin Family Foundation Scholar Award continued from page 1

or translational laboratory-based research and who 
have demonstrated potential to become the next 
generation of leaders in cancer research. The selection 
of Lubin Scholars will focus primarily on those 
working in fundamental science because many of 
today’s most important advances in cancer can trace 
their origins back to research of the basic principles of 
biology and chemistry.

“I have tremendous admiration for Dana-Farber 
and respect for its commitment to training the future 
leaders who will shape the field of oncology. I am 
pleased that our foundation has been able to work  
with the Institute to bring to fruition an award that  
will help the next generations of scientists succeed in 

their academic research careers,” said Richard Lubin, 
who has served on Dana-Farber’s Board of Trustees 
since 1983.

“I know from experience that mentoring colleagues 
early in their careers has a positive impact on scientific 
research. Certainly, mentorship combined with a 
financial award will be incredibly beneficial to young 
scientists, and this new award will assure that early 
career researchers can remain focused on their science 
and scientific training during their critical transition 
to independence,” said Kaelin. “I am grateful to the 
Richard K. Lubin Family Foundation for its vision 
and commitment in establishing this important and 
innovative award.”

This grant is another example of the Lubin 
family’s legacy and support for Dana-Farber’s faculty, 
including a gift in 2018 to establish the Richard 
and Nancy Lubin Family Chair at Dana-Farber (see 
story on page 4) and the Richard and Nancy Lubin 
Research Fund. 

This commitment also supports The Dana-Farber 
Campaign, the Institute’s ongoing and ambitious, 
multi-year $2 billion fundraising effort to prevent, 
treat, and defy cancer by accelerating revolutionary 
science, extraordinary care, exceptional expertise,  
and essential opportunities. Richard Lubin serves on 
The Dana-Farber Campaign Cabinet. ■

T he Edward N. and Della L. 
Thome Memorial Foundation, 
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee, 

has awarded Harvey Cantor, MD, 
$500,000 to support innovative 
research on Alzheimer’s disease. 
The Medical Foundation at Health 
Resources in Action (HRiA) is the 
administrator of the grant. 

Previously, Cantor discovered that 
a protein called osteopontin influences 
the behavior of certain immune cells  
in the brain to drive Alzheimer’s disease 
progression in mice. With funding 
from this award, he and his colleagues 
aim to design novel therapeutic 
prototypes that target osteopontin to 
prevent or delay Alzheimer’s disease 
progression. They are also developing 
cutting-edge techniques to ensure 

that these agents reach their intended 
targets in the brain.

“Existing treatments for Alzheimer’s 
disease produce only modest, short-
lived benefits in patients,” said 
Cantor, who is the Baruj Benacerraf, 
MD, Professor of Microbiology and 

Immunology and principal investigator 
in the Department of Cancer 
Immunology and Virology at Dana-
Farber. “I am extremely grateful to the 
Thome Memorial Foundation for this 
grant, which will allow me to pursue a 
new immune-based treatment strategy 
that has the potential to transform the 
lives of millions of people living with 
this devastating illness.”

In 2002, Robert Thome established 
the Edward N. and Della L. Thome 
Memorial Foundation in memory 
of his parents. The foundation was 
committed to fostering dignified 
treatment for older adults and funding 
medical research on diseases and 
disorders affecting them. The Thome 
Memorial Foundation supported 
organizations in Maryland and 

Michigan that provided direct services 
addressing health care, housing, family 
services, neighborhood involvement, 
workforce opportunities, and aging 
with dignity at home. The foundation 
also funded research on Alzheimer’s 
disease and age-related macular 
degeneration by faculty at nonprofit 
academic, medical, and research 
institutions throughout the U.S.

“Health Resources in Action is 
grateful for the work being conducted 
by Dr. Cantor’s laboratory,” said 
Kimberly Lezak, PhD, managing 
director of The Medical Foundation 
at HRiA. “We look forward to the 
continued progress that results from 
this research and are hopeful that the 
findings will improve the lives of those 
with Alzheimer’s disease.” ■

Thome Memorial Foundation grant advances Alzheimer’s research

Harvey Cantor, MD, has received a 
$500,000 grant from the Edward N.  
and Della L. Thome Memorial 
Foundation to support his research  
on Alzheimer’s disease. 
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Walk to defy cancer 
with the Jimmy Fund 
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OCTOBER 1

PMC Unpaved

Be part of the first-ever PMC Unpaved, an 
off-road ride over the scenic backroads of the 
Berkshires on gravel or mountain bikes, and 
raise funds for Dana-Farber. Routes of 50 or 30 
miles start and finish at scenic Camp Mah-Kee-Nac in Lenox, Mass.  
100% of every rider-raised dollar goes directly to cancer research and 
treatment. Register or learn more at Unpaved.org.

 Dana-Farber Cancer Institute &  
The Jimmy Fund 
Division of Philanthropy 
10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor
Brookline, MA 02445-7226

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Welcome to Foxborough! On August 11, we welcomed patients to Dana-Farber Brigham 
Cancer Center – Foxborough, our newest campus extending our world-class cancer care to 
more patients in southern Mass. and R.I. The 30,000 sq. ft. facility, located at 22 Patriot Place, 
features 28 infusion bays and 14 exam rooms and offers medical oncology and hematology 
care, blood transfusions, pharmacy services, and access to Dana-Farber clinical trials, as well 
as supportive services like nutrition and social work; and soon will offer genetic counseling, 
palliative care and psychosocial support, and survivorship services.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For more information on all Jimmy Fund and Dana-Farber events and programs, go to JimmyFund.org or Dana-Farber.org

Impact
Dana-Farber.org and JimmyFund.org THANKING THOSE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
DefyCancer.org 
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OCTOBER 2

Boston Marathon® 
Jimmy Fund Walk
Presented by Hyundai

Join us as the Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund 
Walk presented by Hyundai returns in-person to 
the historic course from Hopkinton to Boston! Choose your distance from  
our 5K, 10K, half marathon, and full marathon routes, all crossing  
the finish line in Boston’s Copley Square—or walk “your way,” virtually. 
Register now or learn more at JimmyFundWalk.org or contact  
Mary Perron at MaryC_Perron@dfci.harvard.edu.

NOVEMBER 13 

B.A.A. Half Marathon®

Join Dana-Farber’s team for the 2022 B.A.A.  
Half Marathon.® Run 13.1 miles through 
Boston’s Emerald Necklace and defy cancer with every mile.  
Visit RunDanaFarber.org to learn more or contact  
Arianna Straggas at DFRunners@dfci.harvard.edu.

YEAR ROUND 

Boston Red Sox/
Jimmy Fund  
License Plates

Step up to the plate and fight cancer.® Every time you hit the road with  
a Boston Red Sox/Jimmy Fund license plate you help raise critical funds 
for patient care and research at Dana-Farber. Purchase your own special 
plate today at JimmyFund.org/Plate or contact Amber Forrence at 
Amber_Forrence@dfci.harvard.edu.

NOVEMBER 29

GivingTuesday 

With your help, we have the power to defy 
cancer. On this global day of generosity, 
your gift will be doubled thanks to a $50,000 matching challenge from 
Arbella Insurance. Visit JimmyFund.org/GivingTuesday or contact 
Ashley Armstrong at Annual_Giving@dfci.harvard.edu.

YEAR ROUND

OOFOS

OOFOS footwear, the official recovery shoe of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
and the Jimmy Fund, advances our goal of finding cures for breast cancer 
by contributing 2% of every online purchase to breast cancer research at 
Dana-Farber—totaling more than $2 million to date. Visit OOFOS.com or 
contact Suzanne Crane at Suzanne_Crane@dfci.harvard.edu.  

YEAR ROUND

Run Any Race

You can run any race to raise funds for 
Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund! Simply 
choose a race of any distance, anywhere, and register to run.  
Then register with Dana-Farber and set your own fundraising goal.  
Learn more at RunDanaFarber.org or contact Sarah LaClair at  
DFRunners@dfci.harvard.edu.

YEAR ROUND 

Jimmy Fund Golf

Get on the right course to fight cancer.®  
Plan your own golf tournament or mini golf 
event, or play in an existing event, with Jimmy 
Fund Golf presented by Mohegan Sun. Visit 
JimmyFundGolf.org or contact Josh Belowich  
at JimmyFund_Golf@dfci.harvard.edu. 

NOW–DECEMBER  

Holiday Patient 
Assistance

Help brighten the holidays for patients in 
financial need. Your contribution helps to put a holiday meal on the table 
or purchase gifts for loved ones. Visit JimmyFund.org/HolidayGiving or 
contact Hannah McCoy at Holiday_Assistance@dfci.harvard.edu.

❄


