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                                  Role on PFAC: Co-Chair, Adult Council 

                                  What do you do for work (or hobby or passion)? 

                                 In my professional life, I am a clinical social worker. Prior to my breast cancer 
         diagnosis, I worked extensively in Ecuador, my homeland. I worked in several NGOs 
         that supported migrants, refugees, and victims of human trafficking. Once in Boston, 
I worked as a Domestic Violence Advocate. Currently, I work as a Bilingual Spanish Support Specialist 
for a local pharmaceutical, supporting patients to get access to medicine and staying on track with their 
treatments. 

What brought you to the Patient and Family Advisory Council? 

I was diagnosed with a stage 3C BRCA+ breast cancer in 2016. During that full year of treatments, I 
became involved in sharing my cancer story, and was able to participate at a Young and Strong 
conference, as well as some Institute-level social media events and campaigns. I also found it deeply 
important to have open and honest conversations with my care team around issues that don’t tend to be 
often mentioned during treatments or in survivorship, such as mental health, sexuality, intimacy, body 
image, and the impact of cancer on one’s sense of self. I also questioned how my experience would have 
been different if I did not speak English or if my Ecuadorian mother, who was my primary caregiver, was 
not fluent in English. I was encouraged by my care team to get involved with PFAC in 2017. Once I got 
connected, I knew deep down that this was a wonderful way to give back to Dana-Farber. I want to make 
a difference in patient experiences, while also keeping close to heart the issues important to me: health 
care equity for minoritized patients; those for whom English is their second language; young patients 
experiencing the sequela of cancer; as well as patients navigating the deep complexities of survivorship. 

Why is the Council’s work important to you? What do you bring to the Council? 

As a social worker, I have years of experience advocating for others. When I was diagnosed, I was able to 
apply those skills to my experience as a cancer patient, and that skill empowered me. Dana-Farber also 
provided me with world-class cancer care coupled with a strong connection to my care team. Over the 
years Dana-Farber has become my alma mater in a sense. I feel a strong loyalty to Dana-Farber. As this 
was my experience, I want to dedicate my energies to making that an experience that ALL can share. 
Cancer does not just impact one’s body, but our entire world at the time and forever after. I believe it is 
essential for patients and their caregivers to feel that they can be authentically themselves, feel safe, and 
experience no distinction in care from other patients. 

What are your hobbies and interests? 

I am an avid traveler. I love spontaneous trips and exploring what places offer and finding ways to also be 
a part of that community if even for a brief time. I write daily and have found journaling to be healing and 
enriching. I must do something creative every day, from trying a new recipe, to collaging, to bonding with 
plants, or to discovering new artists. I love to be with my partner and our little rescue dog, Chiquitita. 

 


