
Megan (Meggie) Hoffman, PhD  
 

How long have you been at DFCI?  
A little over a year and a half 

 

In which lab/department do you work? 
I work in the Dougan Lab in the CIV department 

 

From where did you receive your graduate degree? 
I graduated from the University of Michigan in 2020 

 

Why did you choose this area of study? 
My interest is in cancer biology, with a particular focus on 

pancreatic cancer, but I was interested in getting a stronger 

immunology background for myself and future career options. 
 

What is the focus of your current research? 
I work on evaluating the mechanisms of pancreatic cancer metastasis through my development 
of a resectable model of metastasis. Using this model I can explore the role of immune cell 

function in the primary tumor, regulating tumor cell escape, and in the distal site, promoting 

tumor cell seeding and immune surveillance.  

 

How do you envision your career trajectory? How has working at Dana-Farber 

enhanced your career? 
I plan on leaving the academic space to work in industry in around two years from now. 

Working at Dana-Farber has enhanced my career through the collaborations I have been able to 
participate in to push forward projects in my lab and in others.  

 

If there was one change you could recommend that would improve the postdoc 

experience at DFCI, what would it be? 
I think that having a separate PI, outside the one leading your postdoctoral lab, that you can get 

to know is a great idea, that way you have a person outside your lab to talk with if things are 

difficult or as a person to write a recommendation letter for future grants.   

 

What DFCI resources have been the most beneficial to you during your postdoc? 
Taking advantage of the academic to industry seminars have been a great tool to solidify and 
start to prepare for changes to my career.  

 

When you're not doing science, where might we find you? (i.e., any outside 

activities or hobbies you enjoy?) 
I have recently picked up taekwondo, which is something I do most evenings and is now one of 

my favorite sports. I also other sports including basketball, volleyball, water sports and snow 

skiing. In my free time, I enjoy playing video games and board games with friends and family. 
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